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applications

for missions
by John Spurrier

I awaited the result of my blood
test for antibodies to the A I D S virus
with anxiety bordering on fear. What
if it were positive? Whom could I
tell? Whom should I tell? What
would it mean for family relationships? Would our friends reject us?
What about church involvements?
Would it jeopardize my recently
acquired position as an emergency
room physician?
I had just returned from 12 years
of mission service at Macha Hospital in Zambia, where A I D S patients
were becoming more frequent. I had
tried to be careful—but I could
remember those times when I'd stuck
myself with a needle during surgery,
or had removed my gloves after
surgery only to find a hole in them
and blood inside the glove. I also
remembered the minor operation
and the dental work I had had done
at a nearby government hospital.
Had I done the right thing? Maybe
I should not have been tested at all?
Dr. John Spurrier spent 12 years as a
medical doctor at Macha Hospital in Zambia. He and his family now live near Dillsburg, Pa., and are members of the Grantham
Brethren in Christ Church. Dr. Spurrier is
currently employed as a physician in the
emergency room at Holy Spirit Hospital in
Camp Hill, Pa.
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Maybe it would be better not to
know. But if it was positive, wouldn't
I want to know for my own health
care, for my relationship with my
wife and children, and because of the
implications for my patients? But
what if it was positive? I did a lot of
soul-searching and had several restless nights while waiting for the test
results. Fortunately for me (as is the
case for most missionaries), the test
was negative. But it is not negative
for everyone. The April 8th issue of
Christianity Today stated that there
are at least six missionaries registered with the Johns Hopkins School
of Public Health who have tested
HIV positive. A I D S is increasingly
a f f e c t i n g mission p r o g r a m s and
personnel.
Basics about AIDS

The acquired immune deficiency
syndrome (AIDS) is caused by the
h u m a n i m m u n o d e f i c i e n c y virus
(HIV). This virus destroys the blood
cells which coordinate the body's
immune system which fights disease.
This leads to severe and unusual
infections, which are difficult to treat
and control even with today's powerful medicines.
A I D S was first reported in the
United States in 1981. Current information indicates that the disease
seems to have appeared at about the
s a m e time in the U.S., A f r i c a ,
Europe, and Haiti, the earliest cases
being in 1959. The disease did not
come f r o m African green monkeys
as some have suggested. It has been
proven that the virus in these monkeys is similar to but different from
the HIV and cannot cause human
A I D S . A I D S is a new disease of
recent years, the original source of
which is unknown.
After entering the body, the HIV
often produces no symptoms for
many years. During this time the
blood test is positive, and the virus
can be transmitted to someone else
although the person remains healthy
and without symptoms. These persons are HIV positive, but do not
have A I D S . The primary signs of
A I D S are (1) greater than 10 percent
weight loss, (2) diarrhea for over one
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month, or (3) fever for over one
month—all without other cause and
not responding to treatment. Other
signs are enlarged glands, rash,
Kaposi sarcoma, severe thrush, severe herpes infections, severe shingles, and other unusual infections
referred to as opportunistic.
A I D S is spread from one person
to another in three ways. The most
common method of spread is by
sexual contact with an infected person. In North America and Europe
this is mainly through homosexual
contacts, although heterosexual
transmission is slowly increasing. In
Africa the virus is spread mainly
through heterosexual contact. The
second method of transmission is
through blood and blood products.
This occurs through (1) intravenous
drug use with shared syringes and
needles (most frequent in North
America and Europe), (2) transfusion of infected blood and blood
products (more frequent in developing countries with limited ability to
test blood before transfusion), and
(3) transmission in health care settings with risks both for the health
care provider and health care recipient (this risk is higher in developing
countries with limited availability of
disposable syringes and needles,
gloves, and sterilization apparatus.)
The third method of transmission is
from mother to child at birth, with
about 50 percent of children born to
HIV positive mothers being infected.
The virus is not spread by insects,
by casual contact, or even by close
contact including hugging, kissing,
sharing dishes, and sharing bathrooms.
The extent of the disease is hard to
evaluate. Many people who are infected with the virus do not know it.
Also, many countries are not accurate or complete in reporting the disease. In the United States there were
180 cases in 1981, 65,085 in July
1988, with an estimate of 279,000
cases by 1991. Of those diagnosed as
having AIDS, 57 percent have died.
In addition, it is estimated that 1.5
million people in the U.S. are currently infected with the virus, but do
not have AIDS. Worldwide, 100,000
cases have been reported to the

World Health Organization (WHO)
as of June 1988. W H O estimates
that there are now 5-10 million
infected people in the world and that
the number will grow to 100 million
by the year 2000.
It is estimated that 5-30 percent of
the population of some large cities in
Africa are infected with the A I D S
virus. In a hospital-based survey
conducted in 1986 in the capital of
one African country, 17.5 percent of
1,078 patients, blood donors, and
health workers tested HIV positive.
The seropositivity rates for various
groups were as follows: men age 3035, 32.9 percent; women age 20-25,
24.4 percent; blood donors, 18.4
percent; hospital workers, 19 percent; pregnant women, 8.7 percent.
The percentages are probably higher
now.
Implications for missions

The spread of A I D S has significant implications for missions, especially in developing countries with
increasing numbers of infected people. The areas affecting missions are
risks to personnel, financial implications, and opportunities for ministry.
The risk to personnel is greatest
for health care workers. Doctors,
nurses, lab personnel, and others
come in contact with patients' blood
every day, especially when drawing
blood, doing lab tests, doing surgery,
and delivering babies. Many of these
patients are infected with the A I D S
virus. But no one knows who or how
many, since testing is not readily
available. A doctor in one Brethren
in Christ mission hospital recently
estimated that more than 10 percent
of patients in that hospital had
AIDS-related problems and many
more would be asymptomatic carriers of the virus. Adding to the problem is the limited supply of disposable syringes, needles, and gloves. All
personnel working in Brethren in
Christ mission hospitals are knowledgeable about A I D S and are careful—but the risk is still there.
Another area of risk is when people receive medical or dental treatment in an area where A I D S is prevalent. Syringes and needles are used
3
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many times, since disposable ones
are too costly. Inadequate or lack of
sterilization of these and other instruments is a potential source of infection. In our own hospitals, these are
carefully sterilized between uses, but
not everyone is as conscientious.
Another concern is the possibility of
needing a blood transfusion. Few
hospitals can test blood for HIV
antibodies. This is especially disconcerting in light of the above statistics
that 18.4 percent of blood donors at
one hospital were positive! On the
other hand, in the past 15 years in
Zambia (where there are more Brethren in Christ missionaries than any
other country), only two missionaries have been given transfusions.
Both were at Macha Hospital, and
one was absolutely necessary. The
risk is low, but still present, especially in the event of an auto accident
in an area distant to our hospitals.
Will these risks affect recruitment
for missions? I trust not!
A second area where A I D S will
affect missions is its financial implications. A I D S is a very expensive
disease to diagnose and especially to
treat. HIV antibody tests cost between $5 and $20, with a positive test
requiring a more expensive confirmatory test. Just to test people who
need testing and blood for transfusion would use a large majority of
the medical budgets of the central
African countries where the disease
is so prevalent. A I D S patients get
sick more often with unusual infections, requiring long hospitalizations
and expensive medications for treatment. The only medicine known to
slow the progress of the disease is
ATZ, which costs about $10,000 per
year, way out of reach for most people in the world. At the same time
there is a major emphasis in developing countries on preventive medicine, where small amounts of money
prevent disease for many people.
M a n y mission hospital a d m i n i strators are faced with the dilemma
of how much of a limited budget to
spend on patients with AIDS, who
cannot be cured, but who are sick
and suffering. There are no easy
answers.
Another financial implication for
Evangelical Visitor

missions is the effect of A I D S on the
economies of the countries where
the missions are located. Unlike many
diseases which hit hardest the very
young and the very old, the highest
incidence of A I D S in Africa is among
the well-educated 20-40 year olds.
These people are needed for business, industry, schools, hospitals,
government agencies, etc. The cost
of health care and the loss of productivity of this sector of the work force
increases the economic strain on
countries which are already struggling.
A third area of the A I D S problem
with implications for missions is in
the opportunity for ministry. So
much of what I hear, even in Christian circles, is condemnation rather
than compassion. I hear people say,
"This is God's judgment on a sinful
lifestyle" or "They deserve what they
get." Is this a Christian response?
Jesus is our example. Jesus never
condemned a sick or hurting person,
regardless of what caused the illness
or problem. He condemned sin and
self-righteous people. Consider his
response to those with leprosy—
outcasts whom no one would go
near. Jesus had compassion on them,
listened to them, touched them, and
healed them. Recently I heard a
woman with A I D S being interviewed
on the radio. This woman had grown
up in the church and attended regularly. She told how devastated she
was when she learned she had AIDS,
but how more devastated she was
when she turned to her church for
help, understanding, and comfort
and was rejected. She then had
nowhere to go.
The church needs to minister to
our society and to the individual
who has A I D S in different ways.
A I D S is usually (but not always—
there are many innocent victims) a
sexually transmitted disease. The
church must live and teach biblical
standards of morality and take a
strong stand against the sins of sexual immorality. We must also examine our own attitudes and reaffirm
our commitment within the church
to obey God's standards of having
sex only within a faithful marriage
relationship. But we must remember
November 1989

that those with A I D S are people
God loves and Jesus died for. These
people are often isolated, hurting,
sick people in need of friends. The
church should respond to people
with A I D S with compassion and
caring, even when that poses some
risk to ourselves. Victims need to
experience God's love, and we are
the channels of that love.
At Macha Hospital in Zambia,
where there are many A I D S patients,
the staff has begun a counseling ministry to people with AIDS. This is
supervised jointly by a missionary
doctor, a Zambian clinical officer,
and one of the Zambian hospital
chaplains. Not only do they deal
with medical aspects of AIDS, they
also have sessions on living with

The disease AIDS
is a growing
worldwide problem
which affects all
of us to a greater
or lesser degree.
AIDS. They share with these people
God's love for them.
Some people are afraid to associate with or minister to people with
A I D S because of the risks to themselves. Yes, working with people
with A I D S poses some risk, especially in a medical setting. But God
has not called us to a risk-free life.
"Risk is not new for missionaries.
For many years they have lived with
the risks of malaria, hepatitis, and
poisonous snakes, to name a few.
Many missionaries, especially in the
early years of missions, died while
serving God in a foreign country.
The disease A I D S poses a risk. This
risk is greater for health care workers
and for persons living and working
in countries where the disease is
common. The risk is very low if one
is careful and proper precautions are
taken. Our duty as Christians is to be

obedient to God's leading, wherever
that takes us, and to trust God with
our physical well-being" (excerpt
f r o m the Brethren in Christ Board
for World Missions statement on
AIDS, 1988).
The disease A I D S is a growing
worldwide problem which affects all
of us to a greater or lesser degree. It
has significant implications for personnel, finances, and ministry for
the Board for World Missions. We
need to pray for our administrators
and personnel who make decisions
about policy, and who live and work
in places where A I D S is widespread.
It also has implications for those
who have the disease—for some of
them implications with eternal significance. One such person is
Lameck. Lameck came from Sikalongo to Macha Hospital in Zambia
with a chronic illness. He had received a blood transfusion some
months before in a Copperbelt city.
He was diagnosed as having AIDS.
His immediate infection was treated,
and he went home. Over the next
number of months, he was treated
several times at Sikalongo Hospital
for various problems. Rachel Copenhaver, a registered nurse in charge at
Sikalongo, wrote this about Lameck:
"Just recently we had an A I D S
patient, only 31 years old. The family was requesting to take him home.
He had been with us about two
weeks and was a very quiet person.
The pastor has talked with him several times, but never got much response. But this time he seemed
ready to talk and so the pastor and I
had a long talk with him about his
illness and his spiritual life. He had
at one time accepted the Lord, but
now he did not now where he would
go if he died. We prayed for his salvation and, when he went home, he
gave a smile that I had not seen from
him since his admission. I do believe
he had peace. We went to see him
two days later by bicycle and had a
nice visit. Several days later we went
again. While on the way we were
told he died that afternoon. We continued on to see the family. . . . I
do believe that Lameck is now with
the Lord."
•
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The faces of AIDS

When western scientists first identified the A I D S virus in 1983, A I D S
was not immediately considered a
great tragedy. Initial signs that 90
percent of the casualities occured
among male homosexuals or drug
users led many in our society to label
A I D S as the "gay plague." People
saw it as the disease that would
finally punish these moral perverts
by killing them off. There was no
thought that it would affect the general population.
It wasn't long, however, until signals from other parts of the world
challenged this initial western image.
Richard Munochiveyi, epidemiologist in Zimbabwe, says, "It could be
like the black plague in Europe.
That killed millions." For reasons
not clearly understood, in Africa
and in the Carribbean, A I D S strikes
almost as many women as it does
men. And the most common population is heterosexual.

a call to minister,
fp0fto escape
by Bernie Wiebe
Tales from two cities

Not long ago, three young brothers in Arcadia, Fla., were discovered
to be carrying the A I D S virus. The
school board wanted to ban them
f r o m school, but a judge ordered
them admitted. Many parents in
Arcadia boycotted the elementary
school. Some made telephone threats
to the family. Someone burned their
house down. Finally the boys quit
school and the family moved away.
About four years ago, Mark Hoyle,
age 13, was discovered to be carrying
the A I D S virus in Swansea, Mass.
The school administration called a
public meeting. Almost all parents
attended. At first, most were hostile
and demanded to know why there
would even be a meeting. A threat
was made to sue the superintendent.
Medical people told parents that
A I D S can be passed on through
Bernie Wiebe is an assistant professor at
Menno Simons College, which is affiliated
with the University of Winnipeg (Manitoba).

blood, through sexual intimacy, or
through abusive use of needles and
drugs. Each question was dealt with
patiently.
Mark Hoyle continued to attend
school, but died a year later—October 1986—at age 14. Almost 1,000
came to the funeral. Even today,
because of Mark, the community is
closer. The Hoyle family often finds
fresh flowers at Mark's grave.
These tales f r o m two cities illustrate the Great Divide that exists
among people about AIDS. It shows
the explosive potential for violence,
prejudice, and ostracism. And it portrays how a community can discover
a legacy of love even when terrorized
by today's most publized and most
dangerous health problem.
It is being said by many that
A I D S is testing the fundamental
fabric of our living in community.
That obviously also makes it a keen
issue for Christians. How do we
cope with AIDS? What difference, if
any, does it m a k e that we are
believers?

Newsweek's August 10,1987, special 12-page photo gallery of 302
people struck down by A I D S probably was for many people in the United States and in Canada a first
encompassing glimpse of how this
epidemic is affecting our society.
There we saw men, women, and
children, ranging in age from 1 to
87—people from every walk of life.
They are our people. Their average
age was 36—so young that many felt
their life has been snatched from
them before it could begin.
That speical issue was Newsweek's
eighth cover feature on A I D S since
1983. It took us past the statistics,
beyond the epidemiological charts,
right into the lives of those who have
AIDS, those who are a f f e c t e d families and friends, and those who
carry the mysterious HIV virus. As
we looked into the eyes of those 302
people, we could not help but see the
real "faces" of A I D S . Their faces are
our faces.
The facts of AIDS

HIV (human immunodeficiency
virus) was positively identified in
6
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1983 as a virus that causes A I D S .
This virus has ain incubation period
ranging f r o m 2 to 15 years. The
World Health Organization (WHO),
estimates that there are 10 million
HIV carriers in the world, 10 to 30
percent of whom will develop A I D S
(Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome). HIV kills indirectly by weakening the body's natural immunity
to a variety of infections and
malignancies.
People with A I D S will eventually
die. The time-span between diagnosis and death has ranged from a few
days to a few years: the average is 14
months. A I D S produces progressive
weakness and disability, gradual loss
of b o d y - f u n c t i o n control, severe
weight loss, and often dementia, as
the virus attacks the central nervous
system and brain cells.
The " A " in A I D S stands for "acquired." People get it from other
people basically in one of five ways:
(1) Intimate sexual contact. (2) Contaminated blood products. (3) Contaminated needles (usuallay drug
users.) (4) Fetal transmission by
parent. (5) Accidental blood absorption from people with AIDS.

The fears of AIDS

There are at least three fear epidemics connected with A I D S .
Primitive fears. Robert Buckingham, head of psychiatric emergency
services of T o r o n t o General Hospital, says m a n y people w h o are
knowledgeable about A I D S exhibit
fear "that is out of proportion to the
danger." Buckingham calls these
"primitive fears," related to the fact
that since the great plagues of the
Middle Ages, none has so clearly
been regarded as a "death sentence."
Also, says Buckingham, people fee
that somehow science and medicine
have let them down by not providing
more answers about A I D S .
Calls to A I D S hotlines cover a
great range of questions: Could you
get A I D S f r o m hugging a person
with AIDS? (the answer is "no");
f r o m insects? (not from evidence to
date); f r o m swimming pools? (AIDS
virus cannot stay alive outside the
November 1989

human body); from trying on clothes,
especially bathing suits? (no evidence
to date). Even more frightened today
are people like dentists, nurses, and
doctors. Since HIV can be transmitted in blood, there is much fear of
catching the virus through an accident. Such cases have happened,
and have led health care people to
wear masks, goggles, and gloves.
Others are refusing to get involved in
care for A I D S patients. School
teachers are being supplied with protection kits for giving first-aid. Kids
with the virus have been banned
f r o m schools. "Safe-sex" campaigns
have become one of the most universal efforts ever made to combat
anything.
Physical fears. Of the 166 nationmembers of the W H O , 143 countries
have reported A I D S cases. Even in
the USSR, A I D S (or "SPID") is
now written about daily.
A I D S is highly transmittable. In
one U.S. study of 25 couples in
which only one partner had A I D S ,
14 of the uninfected partners caught
the disease. Another study of persons with A I D S who engaged in
vaginal intercourse reflected the disease being transmitted to the uninfected partner in 81 percent of the
cases.
A quarter of the diagnosed cases
in the U.S. involve people who
abused intravenous drugs.
The possibility of passing on AIDS
to newborn infants is one of the most
tragic physical realities. In such cases
the virus is transmitted from the
mother to the fetus.
Emotional
fears.
Contracting
A I D S is a most traumatic emotional
experience for the victims and their
families. Of the people who get
A I D S in the western world, the
majority are homosexuals. Already
marginalized and stigmatized in
many communities, having A I D S
almost guarantees their social isolation.
Candice Mossop, age 36, who is
believed to have gotten the virus
from contaminated blood used in
transfusions, says her greatest source
of bitterness, pain, and anger is that
friends and relatives avoid her. One
nurse donned four pairs of gloves, a

mask, and a gown before approaching Mossop.
In a survey of Winnipeg's 250
dentists, only six said they would
treat HIV positive patients.
The families of people diagnosed
to have A I D S often find out in a
series of shocks that a family member
is terminally ill, that he or she is gay,
and may be passing the virus on to
other loved ones. For persons with
A I D S to admit their condition means
they must deal with life, death, and
loneliness all at once. Parents often
cannot deal with this total scene.
They may choose to face the illness
and ignore the other implications.
The Christian care of AIDS

When gay people find that they
have AIDS, the extra doses of stigma
and chagrin expressed by the Christian community make it next to
impossible for them to find pastoral
care. Some church caregivers are too
petrified to know how to show
Christ's care in this situation. To the
homosexuals, a large portion of the
church has said, "repent" and be
changed. But what do we say to a
doomed A I D S victim?
Even in church-related institutions,
some A I D S patients had their food
trays left in the hallways; staff were
afraid to enter patient rooms. Treatment has been done with such a wide
assortment of protective measures
that the caregivers in some cases
seem more like robots than people.
Even some Christian health care
professionals have supported special
quarantine measures, all kinds of
mandatory testing schemes, and a
right to refuse services.
There are to date not many hopes
for care that will cure. The drug
A Z T can slow the virus down, but it
is very expensive. Some experimental testing on A I D S patients is now
being done with several new drugs.
But medical predictions are that a
successful vaccine will take years to
develop.
So what can we as Christians do?
And what must we do?
Work hard at prevention. People
must be protected from the A I D S
virus. The best protection is preven7

Called to compassion:
the Christian response to
When the city of Alexandria was devastated by an outbreak of plague in the
middle of the third century, Dionysius,
bishop of the church of Alexandria, described the devotion with which Christians tended the sick—often catching
the plague and dying of it themselves—
while their pagan neighbors, "thrust
from them those who showed the symptoms of plague and fled from their nearest and dearest. They would throw them
into the streets half-dead or cast out
their corpses without burial."
Reflecting on that experience, church
historian F. F. Bruce writes: "When we
tried to account for the increase in the
amount of Christians in those days, in
spite of official hostility, we must give
new consideration to the impression
that behavior of this kind would make
on the pagan population."
A new plague has descended on the
world today—AIDS. Worldwide, over
300,000 people now have the disease,
with over 1,000 people infected by it
every day. Of the five to ten million
people who carry the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV), as many as
two million can expect to develop AIDS
by 1992. In January 1988 there were
more than 2,000 AIDS victims in Canada, between 10 and 30 Canadians get
the disease every day.
Christians today are faced with a
choice: To show God's love by responding with compassion or see the dread
disease as a sign of God's punishment.
Which way will we choose?
AIDS seen as God's punishment

It's not hard to see why many Christians have associated AIDS with God's
punishment—early victims of the disThis article has been taken from the report
of MCC Canada's Task Group on AIDS.
For a copy of the complete report, write:
Mennonite Central Committee, 134 Plaza
Dr., Winnipeg, Man. R3T5K9.
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ease were sexualy active homosexuals
and drug users. But the disease is no
longer limited to people in those high
risk groups; sufferers today include people who received contaminated blood
transfusions, babies born to mothers
with AIDS, heterosexual spouses and
partners of AIDS carriers. No longer do
people need to do anything "wrong" to
catch the disease.
But the belief still lingers: Only "bad"
people will get AIDS. Jesus was also
confronted with the option of connecting suffering with the wrath of God. In
their query about the cause of the blind
man's disability (John 9:1-7), the disciples echoed the proverbial perspective of
Eliphaz, one of Job's "friends," when he
asked: "Who that was innocent ever perished?" (Job 4:7). It was a natural question in that day; the rabbis even connected certain sins to specific diseases.
The causes of sickness were traditionally related either to the individuals'sinfulness or the sinfulness of their parents.
Since the man in this case was born
blind, it seems unlikely that he was
responsible, although some rabbis theorized that pre-birth sin was possible. The
sins of the parents seemed to be the most
logical explanation. The Old Testament
repeatedly reminded individuals that the
impact of their sin affected the next generation, "I the Lord your God am a
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the
Fathers upon the children until the third
and fourth generation" (Ex. 20:5).
But Jesus did not attribute the man's
blindness to any form of human sinfulness. He instead spoke of it as an opportunity to display God's glory by restoring the man's sight.
Jesus chose to focus on the alleviation
of human pain rather than on discerning
God's intention. He did not sit and
reflect on why the man was blind—he
healed his blindness. He did not, moreover, limit his caregiving to those with
whom he agreed or found worthy of his

ministry; he loved inclusively. After all,
he said,' 'it is the sick who need a physician, not the healthy."
Healing ministry of Jesus our model

Jesus' healing ministry and acts of
compassion model for us the appropriate response to human suffering. The
church is called to follow its Lord in its
response to human grief.
It is tempting to stand aloof and
declare that God is judging the actions
of those who have chosen to adopt a
morality contrary to our understanding
of Scripture. H owever convinced we are
of the immorality of some of the means
of transmitting the disease, our Lord
calls us to respond with redemptive,
inclusive love. Our Lord stands with the
victims in their suffering, regardless of
the manner in which they contracted
their disease, in the same way he stands
with all of us in our sinfulness. While not
condoning sin, our God is a merciful
God.
The AIDS crisis is a challenge to the
church to model the character of Christ.
Our witness is at stake. We need to stop
asking why certain people get AIDS,
and ask ourselves what God is calling us
to do to help. There are four ways we
can respond:
Exhibit unconditional love. Our ministry to people with AIDS should not be
dependent on their agreement with our
convictions concerning the biblical view
of human sexuality. In this way people
with AIDS, their friends and family, will
come to realize that neither God or the
church have abandoned them in their
trouble. Perhaps they, like the ancient
sufferer Job, may come to experience
the presence of God in their suffering,
rather than believe that God is the cause
of their illness.
Advocate for people with AIDS. Giving spiritual, emotional and physical aid
to the weak, poor, and vulnerable is not
optional for those committed to the
Evangelical Visitor

Bible. The great medical costs, the loss
of employment, and dwindling physical
abilities of AIDS sufferers make them
particularly vulnerable to hardship.
These factors contribute to placing AIDS
patients within the biblical category of
the poor, for whom the church has
responsibility.
Offer our unique perspective

about

AIDS to society. An area of particular
importance is the addictive sexual and
drug-related patterns which contribute
to the transmission of the AIDS virus.
The empowerment of the Holy Spirit,
the support of the Christian community,
and pastoral care may contribute to the
containment of this dread disease.
Give spiritual direction. This area is

conceivably the most rewarding and the
most potentially harmful resource we
have to contribute. AIDS is not so much
an opportunity for evangelism as it is an
opportunity to express compassion. The
evangelism which seeks to convert an
individual while they are experiencing
the most devastating event in their lives
is looked on with suspicion by people
with AIDS. At the same time, a Christian caregiver may be called upon to
assist the AIDS sufferer as he or she
reflects on the meaning of life and the
possibility for afterlife. We must not
refuse this invitation. We must supply
the Christian perspective on life and the
source of hope in a tactful and relevant
manner.
The line we have to walk between
exhibiting God's inclusive love and condoning immoral lifestyles is precarious,
and may cause us to avoid getting
involved. Like our Lord, we are sure to
encounter misunderstanding, but our
commitment should not be to avoid
offence, but rather to exhibit the character of God in loving actions to people
suffering from AIDS.
•
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tion of contact. This means being
careful about blood, about drug use,
and about sexual activity. Effective
blood tests are now in place.
C. Everett Koop, retiring United
States Surgeon General and a professing evangelical Christian, has repeatedly said that to prevent A I D S ,
young people must do three things:
(1) Don't "do" drugs. (2) Abstain
f r o m sex before marriage or make a
commitment to only one partner.
(3) If you cannot abstain from sexual relations, use the utmost safety
precaution (he says to "use condoms").
It is somewhat ironic that incidences of gonorrhea and syphilis (also
sexually transmitted diseases) have
fallen drastically among some of the
" g a y " communities, while rates
among heterosexual groups continue
to climb. Some homosexual people
are working harder at prevention
than are some hetersexual people.
Think about the meaning of Christianity. From the beginning, God
has formed his people by calling
them out upon mysterious journeys
of faith. Abraham and J o b and
Hosea are three Old Testament
examples.
Then, think about Jesus. He was
called to leave his special glory, to
become one of us—sinful human
beings on earth! Not only to live
among us as a servant, but to give his
life for sinners! The Son of God
came to die for people with sins. And
he died "outside the c a m p " like an
unclean, cursed person!
Could it be that giving our lives
for people with A I D S would be in
keeping with Jesus' giving his life for
people with sin?
Or, what does it mean when Paul
says, "For there is no difference, for
all have sinned, and fall short of the
glory of God" (Rom. 3:22b-23)?
Possible shape of ministry to AIDS
victims. The Bible deals in the same
passage with a whole range of sin
and sinners (Rom. 1:29-31). Anyone
who is careless with any sin—sexual
or otherwise—is in danger of generating hell on earth and ending up
with eternal damnation.
God's wish for all people, and the
number one purpose of calling forth

a people to God, is to forgive sins,
create alternative constructive relationships, and to be a healing influence upon all the human hurts in the
world. For people with A I D S , as
well as for all hurting people, Christians must provide at least three
things:
1) Presence—a ministry where
people can see and feel that we are
there: we are not trying to avoid
anybody. It may well mean we need
to begin with listening to the stories
of A I D S victims. Once most (if not
all) sinners begin to feel that we
authentically listen, they will speak
to us of their needs and seek the help
that we are finding in Christ.
This may be a ministry as crucial
to families and friends of persons
with A I D S as to the A I D S victims
themselves. People with A I D S will
die; but their loved ones will linger.
And it is probably true that the latter
are the real "victims" of AIDS.
(2) Touch—a ministry, that says
to A I D S victims that they are still
people. Like the lepers of the Bible,
many people with A I D S feel themselves being treated as "unclean" and
avoided at all costs. When Jesus
ministered to people, often we notice
he "touched" them. A gift of "touch"
is an enormous step toward coming
together in Christ. Try it!
(3) Word—a ministry of speaking the "words with power" (the
Bible says, "God spoke" and "there
was"). Words without "power" become word storms that make a person feel like someone is trying to
drown you or get rid of you. "Words
with power" draw you to their source.
If our words are f r o m God's Spirit,
people with A I D S too will be drawn
to God's Spirit. He is willing to save
you and me. In fact, as our words
with power meet people who need to
hear them, we both will feel the
ongoing grace and mercy of God's
healing love for "the world."
As Mennonites and Brethren in
Christ, we emphasize the central significance of Christian community in
our teaching and in our practice.
A I D S will make us reveal whether
this word and deed is meant to share
the good news of the gospel with all
people in the world.
•

The future isn't what
it used to be: it's time foi
Imagine this.
You decide it's a great day for a
trip to the park. You j u m p into your
car and drive there using only your
rearview mirror. To make sure you
don't cheat, you even painted the
windshield black.
Of course, since you can't see
where you're going, you make decisions on when to turn or stop based
upon what you've already passed.
And if you're playing this game mentally right now, you can imagine the
problems—for yourself and others.
Now, stop imagining.
Think about your congregation.
Review the planning and forethought
that goes into the different ministries. Or is your congregation like
most—doing what you did in the
past (using your rearview mirror)
and hopefully not bumping into too
many trees?
Wait a minute, you say. Our ministries are sincere and they've worked
in the past. " D o n l fix what a i n t
broke," you know. And besides,
how would a church plan for the
future?
We wouldn't have to plan for the
future if things didn't change. You
could drive your car safely using the
rearview mirror if the road was
straight and nothing else was on it.
But society continues to change, and
we need to adjust our ministries to
meet new and emerging needs.
Let me share just three examples
of national trends:
Today there are more adults over
65 than there are teenagers, and that
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will continue to be true for the next
two generations. A church planning
for the future would have at least as
many ministries for these more mature individuals as those targeted for
youth.
Today there is no representative
family type. There are single parent
families, families where both parents
work ( D E W K s — d o u b l e employment with kids), families where both
adults work (DENKs—double employment, no kids), families with
three generations in a home, and a
decreasing number of families where
Dad works and Mom nurtures the
children full-time. A church planning for the future would have ministries that respond to the needs of
these non-traditional family types.
Perhaps different meeting times, different activities.
Today there is a greater demand
for convenience. Expecting people
to attend "just because they know
they should" isnt effective ministry.
Can you imagine Jesus saying, "Well,
since I'm the Son of God, let folks
come to Galilee to talk with me." A
church planning for the future creates
ministries that reach out to people
based upon their felt needs and
schedule.
The really exciting part, though, is
that while there are national trends,
there are also local trends—new
housing developments or new businesses, or decreasing population, or
increasing maturity of a community.
A church planning for the future is
aware of the local trends and plans

its ministries with these trends in
mind.
But to be honest, there is more to
planning for the future than just
examining trends. The key is a congregation's commitment to a particular vision—sometimes called a
mission or purpose.
Time for you to imagine again.
It's Sunday morning and you decide to ask five different people of
your congregation what they think
the mission or purpose of your church
is.
Now, if you're playing the game,
you know what will happen. The
honest ones will look at you strangely and say, "What are you talking
about? I attend most of the services."
Two actually may try to bluff their
way through it by quoting half of the
book of John.
The bottom line is that no one
really knows. And those two who
think they do, don't agree.
Really sort of funny when you
compare this reality with an idea
from Philippians 1:27, 2:2: "Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in
a manner worthy of the gospel of
Christ . . . being like minded, having the same love, being one in spirit
and purpose."
The need for a mission statement.

Without a mission statement we
can not focus on the really important things. We fall victim to the
"tyranny of the urgent"—reacting to
whatever new comes along. We may
even be the most efficient church—
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strategic planning in the church
by Rod Chamberlain

doing things right,—rather t h a n
being an effective church—doing the
right things.
Show me a congregation that
hasn't decided on a mission statement, and IH show you a church
that has no identity, no personality,
no direction.
Therefore I ask you a very simple
question: What are your commitments? Where are you going? What
are you going to be?
Writing a mission statement for
your congregation is a process which
will set your direction, demand commitment, and change your ministries.
Here are a few helpful hints:
• list the important values of your
congregation;
• check internal (within your congregation) and external (your community) trends;
• involve lots of members in the
writing of the statement;
now the hard part
• make it clear and understandable by non-church members;
• make it less than 50 words—so
you can read it every day;
• make it focus on what particular needs your congregation is
trying to meet;
• make it attainable.
One other helpful hint. There's
probably someone in your congregation who works in a company that
has a mission statement. Give him or
her the opportunity to discover how
that was created, and have that person come back and share that process.
Please remember, this statement
November 1989

makes everything else fit together.
Don't be discouraged if it takes
awhile to get consensus (a good
Anabaptist idea). Major companies
take two years to get a 30-word
statement that will drive them toward
excellence for the next decade.
F r o m your mission statement will
emerge strategies—broad areas you
must address if you are to accomplish your mission. In the Atlantic
Conference, we've identified four
strategies:
• stimulate a vision;
• provide resources and services;
• conduct cooperative ministries;

• nurture a network.
Each board or commission in the
Atlantic Conference considers its
ministries in light of these four strategies. In fact, if a ministry doesn't fit
one of these strategies, it's phased
out.
These strategies are ongoing processes that really get accomplished
by action plans. An action plan is a
clear, measureable procedure for dealing with strategies which accomplish
your mission.
The process looks something like
this:
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You know an action plan is measureable if you can answer the question: How do I know if this action
plan has been accomplished? This
means planning how often or to
what extent something must be done
(e.g., two or five times; an increase of
20% over last year). It specifies what
will be done (e.g., surveying a community; holding a prayer breakfast).
It clarifies who will do it (e.g., the
deacons; a special task force; Sunday school teachers).
Warning! Warning! Warning!

You can't do it all in one year.
Therefore, create a three- to fiveyear plan. If you think you need new
ministries, spend time finding out
what the needs (and future needs) of
your community are. Then explore
ways to meet those needs and plan
on how to begin them (including letting the community know). Finally,
don't be afraid to phase out ministries that no longer meet the needs in

your community.
One other principal in planning
for several years: prioritize. Decide
which action plans need to be done
first and which can be done later.
Let's review very quickly:
• you need a mission statement to
focus your ministries.
• strategies emerge from mission
statements and are the longterm types of things the congregation must do to accomplish
the mission.
• Action plans are the measureable, annual ways a congregation deals with the strategies.
Two practical steps to remember
when using this process are (1) share
your plans. That's right. Next council meeting, instead of just reporting
what your committee did, tell the
congregation what you plan to do in
the next few years. Affecting the
future gets people excited, not hearing about the past.
(2) Learn to celebrate. When you

successfully complete an action plan,
have some fun. Rejoice! That will
also let your community know that
something is different about your
congregation.
Your choices seem pretty clear.
You can jump into your car and
try to drive to the park using your
rearview mirror—and attend a
church where ministries are based
solely on past practice, or. . . .
You can clean off the windshield
and drive safely and effectively, and
be a part of an excited church which
actively meets the needs of its community.
•

D. Rodney Chamberlain, D. Ed., is chairman of the Momentum Committee, the strategic planning arm of the Board of Administration for the Atlantic Conference. He also
serves as a youth leader of the Harrisburg
(Pa.) congregation.

Increasing ministry
effectiveness at Harrisburg
Three years ago, the church
board of the Harrisburg Brethren
in Christ Church realized there
was a problem.
Every decision seemed to take
forever and every little decision
came to them.
New people and even some of
the established members didn't
know to whom to go when new
situations occurred.
Evangelism and outreach were
talked about—but little seemed to
be happening in that arena.
So a task force of three members was given the job of researching better ways to organize the
church. Karen Deyhle checked
out other Brethren in Christ
churches. Wanda Heise visited
many of the local evangelical
churches in the Harrisburg area.
Rod Chamberlain raided several
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libraries—including the bishop's—to review literature.
After collecting and analyzing
the information, the task force
made several recommendations.
The first was to create three broad
areas related to the mission of the
congregation: nurture, stewardship, and outreach.
Each of these areas would have
several commissions appointed by
the board. Each commission
would have one board member
on it acting as the commission's
advocate in Church Board meetings. The commissions were
aligned as follows:
Nurture: Christian Education
Lay Care (deacons)
Media
Worship
Stewardship: Finance (Budget)
Trustees

Outreach: Evangelism
Peace & Social Concerns
The Board presented the idea
to the congregation in the January council of 1987. The results
have been exciting:
• Greater involvement by members in a wider variety of ministries which corresponds with
giftedness of members;
• Clearer organization guidelines and procedures;
• More effective ministries, including evangelism.

For more details, drop a line to Pastor
Woody Dalton, Harrisburg Brethren in
Christ Church. 2001 Chestnut Street,
Harrisburg, PA 17104.
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Third Sunday of Advent

ADVENT
WREATH
by A. Ruth Lehman
First Sunday of Advent

Today we light the Prophecy Candle
(Light one pink candle).
Isaiah 11:1-5
A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—
the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and of power,
the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,
or decide by what he hears with his ears;
but with righteousness he will judge the needy,
with justice he will give decisions
for the poor of the earth.
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth;
with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.
Righteousness will be his belt
and faithfulness the sash around his waist.
God revealed this description of Jesus to the prophet Isaiah
700 years before Christ.
Second Sunday of Advent

Today we light the Prophecy Candle (light the one that
was lit last week) and the Bethlehem Candle (light a new
pink one).
So no one would mistake the coming Messiah, God told
Micah the prophet where the Christ would be born, and that he
would be a shepherd to the people. This was spoken about 700
years before Christ.
Micah 5:2-5
But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me
one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.
Therefore Israel will be abandoned,
until the time when she who is in labor gives birth
and the rest of his brothers return
to join the Israelites.
He will stand and shepherd his flock
in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they will live securely, for then his greatness
will reach to the ends of the earth.
And he will be their peace.
A. Ruth Lehman, whose husband pastors the West Side Brethren
in Christ Church, Chambersburg, Pa., wrote this series of advent
readings for 1988 (with Christmas falling on a Sunday). It could be
used as a part of a special family devotional time as well as in a
worship setting. Note the adjustments recommended if no service will
be held on Christmas.
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Today we light the Prophecy Candle,
the Bethlehem Candle, and the Shepherd Candle
(Light the two candles previously lit and a new pink one).
Luke 2:15-20
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,
the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has told us about."
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and
the baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had
seen him, they spread the word concerning what had
been told them about this child, and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary
treasured up all these things and pondered them in her
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which
were just as they had been told.
Angels told the shepherds about Jesus. The shepherds told all
they met. Let this candle challenge us all to share our faith with
others.
Fourth Sunday of Advent
(Use when the fifth candle will be lighted on Christmas. Otherwise,
skip this reading and use the fourth Sunday of Advent).

We light the Prophecy Candle, the Bethlehem Candle,
the Shepherd Candle, and the Wise Men Candle today
(Light a new pink candle).
The wise men saw an unusual star in the sky and set out to find
it, knowing it told of the birth of the King of the Jews. Herod,
the reigning king, directed them to Bethlehem.

Matthew 2:9-11
After they had heard the king, they went on their way,
and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them
until it stopped over the place where the child was. When
they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the
house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they
bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their
treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of
incense and of myrrh.
The wise men willingly gave their time and gifts.
Christmas (or Fourth Sunday of Advent)

Today we light the Prophecy Candle, Bethlehem Candle,
Shepherd Candle, the Wise Men Candle, and the Christ
Candle, (light the purple one.) Purple is associated with
kings and royalty. Today, Jesus is no longer a baby. He is
the risen Lord and coming King.
Revelation 4:11, 5:12,13b
"You are worthy, our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honor and power,
for you have created all things,
and by your will they were created
and have their being."
"Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,
to receive power and wealth
and wisdom and strength
and honor and glory and praise!"
"To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb,
be praise and honor and glory
and power for ever and ever!"
Amen
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Why the

^
for new
' v missions?
.by Norman Kase

In light of the unusual success of
Brethren in Christ World Missions, with
numbers still on the increase in most of
the areas where we minister and with
missionaries at work in many countries
of the world, Brethren in Christ members
may be led to question why we continue
to open new missionary efforts in countries such as Spain, England, Malawi,
and others.
Essentially, the answer is that the
whole purpose of God is to bring many
sons and daughters into glory (Heb.
2:10). Therefore, the whole purpose of
God's people must be to obey the mandate of Jesus as he left his final instructions to the Church. He made numerous
references to the missionary responsibility throughout his earthly ministry, but
just before ascending to glory to send
the Holy Spirit as the power for ministry, he made a number of statements
recorded by the synoptic gospel authors.
In order to fully appreciate the breadth
of that mandate, let us look at the last
chapters of Matthew, Mark, and Luke
in paraphrase.
Matthew 28 stresses the authority
which is available through our Savior.
"All authority has been given to me in
heaven and on earth. Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations. Baptize
and disciple them and know that I am
with you always."
Mark 16 emphasizes the element of
the hearer's choice. Jesus ordered his
disciples to go into all the world and
preach the gospel to all creation. Believers will be saved; rejectors will be condemned. Luke 24 expands this idea to
include Jesus' reference to Calvary and
to Pentecost. "It was necessary for the
Christ to suffer (death) and to rise from
the dead on the third day and that
repentance and remission of sins should
be preached everywhere in his name, but

Norm Kase is under assignment by Brethren in Christ World Missions to join the
church planting team in London, England.
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wait until you are endued with power
from on high."
There have always been groups and
individuals who differ on the basic reason for missions outreach, and our concept of the world may differ from someone else's view, but God sees it for what
it really is and desires that we view it the
same way.
As we travel in our spirits to the very
throne of God to ask him what he sees
and feels, he reminds us to observe and
listen to his Son, our Savior, for we can
have no greater pattern for all missions
work. It was Jesus who looked out on
the multitude and saw the people harassed and scattered, like sheep having
no shepherd. Along with healing them,
he taught them many things. He turned
to the disciples and with great emotion
and urgency said, "The harvest truly is
plentiful but the laborers are few. Ask
the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to
send out workers into his harvest field"
(Matt. 9:38).
We are told how Jesus looked on the
multitude and was moved with compassion toward the people (Mark 6:34).
Yet, the 5,000 to whom he ministered
would be only a microcosm of the tremendously needy people in the world
today. A view from the Lord's throne
encompasses all the world's needy bil-

There is little
time left to
rescue the
perishing, to
reap a great
harvest of souls.

lions, billions like sheep without a shepherd. Sheep are not smart; they get lost,
dirty, and fall to their death over cliffs.
Men are a lot like sheep except that they
are of infinite value, with an eternal
dimension—they are objects of God's
grace who have a need for a relationship
with their creator. There are multitudes
who do not have that relationship, and
that is what breaks God's heart! It
should break our hearts as well. They
need a shepherd to lead them through
the gate of life (John 10:10), but there is
a shortage of laborers who will introduce Jesus as "Shepherd." If Jesus felt
an urgency about reaching the relatively
few people during his time on earth,
what must he feel now as he is still not
willing that any (of the lost billions)
should perish but that all should come
to repentance (2 Peter 3:9)?
Do we believe God's promise of wrath
to come? Do we care? Are we praying
our children into the mission field or
other Christian ministries? Some parents have believed the lie that it is a waste
of education when their professionally
prepared children answer a.call to Christian service instead of going the way of
the Madison Avenue crowd. The truth
is that God needs the best and considers
them the "strong, mighty, useful, and
blest." Paul's "divine paradox" puts the
thinking of the world and the call to
reach the billions in proper perspective.
For the foolishness of God is wiser
than man's wisdom, and the weakness
of God is stronger than man's strength.
Brothers, think of what you were when
you were called. Not many of you were
wise by human standards; not many
were influential; not many were of noble
birth. But God chose the foolish things
of the world to shame the wise; God
chose the weak things of the world to
shame the strong. He chose the lowly
things of this world and the despised
things—and the things that are not—to
nullify the things that are, so that no one
may boast before him (1 Cor. 1:25-29).

When asked whether he was bothered
by the lost state of Muslims who lived
nearby, a Lebanese Christian deacon
answered, "Frankly, I can't think of a
better place for them than hell." Are we
any better stewards of God's grace if we
become content to sit back and enjoy
our North American lifestyle while God
is asking us to answer "the call of the
Macedonians" or to go to contemporary
nations such as England, Spain, Malawi,
Senegal, India, and more? There is little
time left to rescue the perishing, to reap
a great harvest of souls.
•
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Personal testimony of Mrs. Kito

"The very next day
the miracle happened."
submitted by John Graybill

John Graybill prays
after baptizing
Mrs. Kito.

Mrs. Kito is the grandmother of the
wife of Pastor Soma of the Nagato
Church. She gave the following testimony on May 14, 1989, the day of her
baptism.
"For God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life."
I want to give my testimony along
with this verse which I have memorized
recently.
Eighty-one years ago, my husband
and I were both in Meiji40. We later got
married on the advice of a Buddhist
priest in Naka-ku, Nagoya. I was born
in Tottori Prefecture when my family
lived in the precincts of the temple.
When I was 13, we came to Nagoya and
I have been cared for at the temple in
Naka-ku since that time.
While there I learned the "Okyo"
(Buddhist scripture) well. Even after I
was married, I worshipped with my parents in front of the Butsudan (Buddhist
altar) every day and kept a fervent faith
for more than 60 years. During this time
my daughter and her daughters began to
attend church, but I kept the Buddhist
faith—honored the ancestors, watched
over the family tombstone and set flowNovember 1989

ers and a bowl of rice at the family altar
every day. I also wanted to hold my own
funeral service in the Buddhist manner.
During this time my granddaughter
entered a Christian Bible School and
then married a pastor. 1 remember that I
then began to be interested in the Christian faith.
When my husband was about 70
years of age, he was quite feeble and was
sick in bed for two years. Last year he
fell in our yard and hurt his loin badly.
The pain was so great that he could
hardly go to the bathroom by himself.
Months of nursing him wore me out,
and my own chronic disease got worse.
Looking at my husband in pain made
me impatient, but I was comforted by
the knowledge that I had done my best
for him.Therefore, I didn't have any
regrets.
The church women have been meeting once a month at our house. Last
summer 1 began to attend the meetings.
But, partly because 1 had a listening
problem, I still didn't believe in God.
Last March 6, after the meeting, my
daughter advised me to have the pastor
pray for my husband with his hand
placed upon the afflicted part.
At that time Pastor Soma said, "If
you count on both the Living God and

the Butsudan, God will not answer our
prayer. Why don't you forget about the
Buddhist god and the Buddhist scripture and for just one month pray daily to
the Living God. He will surely do something wonderful for us."
I accepted his words and closed the
Buddhist family altar. I stopped saying
the Buddhist scriptures which I had
practiced for 68 years. I certainly decided to believe and put my trust in the
God that the pastor was talking about.
The very next day the miracle happened.
My husband was able to rise up and
walk! We went to church the following
Sunday, and he even walked up to my
granddaughter's apartment on the third
floor.
After my conversion, I talked with
our four daughters. They said, "Please
do whatever makes you happy." So my
husband and I visited the Naka-ku temple, accompanied by two others, to notify them about our conversion to the
Christian faith and our request to withdraw as members of their temples. This
gave me God's sweet peace.
On March 16, Pastor Soma explained
the gospel to us, and we both repented of
our sins and accepted Jesus into our
hearts as our Savior.
Then we started beginners' Bible lessons every Thursday. There we learned
that the Lord is one true God, that he
created the heaven and the earth, that he
is love, and that Jesus died on the cross
to save us from our sins. Since I have
believed, I have been taking time each
day to pray a simple prayer. My husband says, "I am now so peaceful since 1
have trusted everything to God." Thank
you, Jesus.
Now I have nothing to worry about.
The tombstone, the Buddhist altar, our
sickness, our funeral, in fact everything
is in his hands. Thank the Lord my husband is once again very active. I want to
keep my faith in Jesus to the end.
•
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od at work in our world
God is good
Laura Kollar—Navajo
New Mexico

Mission,

A few short years ago we didn't
imagine that we would be working at a
mission in New Mexico. Both of us had
grown up in Ohio, earned professional
degrees, and expected to continue our
education while pastoring churches. But
ours is a God of infinite possibilities and
new beginnings.
During the past two years we have
been examining, testing, and praying
over a perceived call to ministry among
the Navajo. We wrote to various mission boards and sending agencies to find
out what areas of service were available
and where we might be most useful. We
were interested in a mission which
emphasized evangelism and would support language acquisition. Some of the
responses were received were discouraging: "We are looking for younger
workers" (we are in our early 40's); "We
have two positions open, but they are
over 100 miles apart"; "We are an English speaking mission."
But God is good and led us to some
knowledgeable people who encouraged
us and offered wise counsel. Arthur
Climenhaga gave us some historical
background on the Brethren in Christ
Navajo work and encouraged us to visit
the mission. Luke Keefer, Jr., shared
with us his good experiences while serving there. Fred and Grace Holland were
also familiar with the work and began
preparing us for cross-cultural experiences. After much prayer and investigation we found that the Brethren in
Christ did have a place at the Navajo
Mission for a couple with our interests,
abilities, and willingness to serve.
We strongly believe in the providence
of God and that he answers prayer. Our
trip from Chippewa Lake, Ohio, to New
Mexico was supported by much prayer.
Those prayers were honored with traveling mercies, even through two heavy
thunderstorms. We were also blessed
with good friends who gave us food and
shelter, those who helped with packing
and those who helped with loading and
unloading the truck. God is good; he
does provide.
The first month has been busy and
rewarding. From July 10-21 we were at
16

Missionary Indian Candidate School in
Arizona, where we received an introduction to Navajo language and culture. We
have been introduced to many Navajo
Christians who are supportive of our
desire to learn their language. Our preliminary reading and initial exposure to
the people have impressed us with the
importance of learning to speak Navajo.
Again there are words of discouragement: "The only way to learn Navajo is
to be born Navajo." It is true that the
language is difficult. We ask for your
prayers as we undertake to learn it. We
also hold fast to the promise that the
God who calls is faithful and will equip
us for the work. God is good.

Haggai Institute
Dorothy Mary Roy—Saharsa,
North Bihar, India

I want to tell you something about
Singapore. We were 68 participants
from 30 different countries [in the leadership training program]. I really enjoyed
so many sisters from different countries
and cultures. The international language
was English. We had a tight schedule
those three weeks—7:00 a.m. until midnight daily, except Saturdays, when we
finished at 5:00 p.m. We attended several churches on Sundays. Fifteen professors taught various subjects. The
course was vast for such a short period
of time. Though we didn't have much
time for shopping or sightseeing, we did
have a tour to a newly-discovered island.
It was very beautiful.
I thank God for the privilege he has
given me through you to participate in
this program. I am thankful for what I
have gained from the training. I am very
much grateful that God opened such a
way for me to be equipped by the Word
to go into the world and serve him. As I
look in the mirror of my training, I see
that we have to do more, not less, as we
think higher. I am beginning my work
first in Saharsa. Then I will proceed to
other stations. I want you to pray for me
that I will have inner strength and
health.

Life in el campo
Leslie Book—Rio Grande
Language Institute, Texas

When we first felt sure of God's call to
Nicaragua and responded to the invitation of the Board for World Missions,
we felt support from many people. But
we also sensed apprehension on the part
of some. Our daughter Jonna had her
hopes of living forever in the missionary
house in Grantham or of returning to
Zimbabwe. She wasn't keen on going
somewhere "where they speak only
Spanish." We were concerned about
that, so with the aid of Brother Leroy
Eberly, who pastors the local Brethren
in Christ church, we arranged for a visit
to Mexico—to el campo (the country).
Those of you who've heard your
grandparents talk of life on the farm in
the 1890's can envision the scene: basic,
simple life with plenty of hard work, no
electricity or running water, cows to be
milked by hand, washing on a washboard, grinding corn, planting maize,
drawing water. I used muscles which 1
hadn't known existed and which resisted
being called from their state of dormancy. Our luxuries were a gas stove
and kerosene lamps. The home and
lifestyle were as most of the world's—
without all the trappings that often lead
to discontent rather than pleasure.
The family of Noe and Rosa Chavez
received us happily. They have five
children, three of whom are girls the
ages of ours. The children bonded quickly, and the process began. Now the girls
had a reason to learn Spanish; they had
friends with whom to play. All of them
picked up some Spanish and were able
to communicate in some fashion.
We also plunged into the work with
Sister Rosa and Brother Noe, learning
much in the process. Curtis had the
opportunity to preach three times. We
labored together over the sermons.
Translation took about two hours.
Imagine our disappointment when he
preached and was finished in eight
minutes!
We realize that our time here in language school is going very quickly. Soon
we'll be packing to head to our new
home, Nicaragua. We have definitely
felt God's going before us to prepare a
way. Blessed be his name.
•
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MISSIONS
PROFILE:

Allen and Leoda
Buckwalter
by Lewis B. Sider

Allen Buckwalter was born in 1919 in
Peabody, Ks., the twin brother of Amos
and the son of Samuel and Susan
Buckwalter. The family moved to Upland, Calif., when Allen was eight years
old. The family was Mennonite in Kansas, but when they moved to California
they attended the Brethren in Christ
Church where Bishop C. C. Burkholder
was pastor.
Allen was converted in his early teens.
The excitement of missions gripped him
as a young boy, partly because Bishop
Burkholder's daughter, Katie, was a
missionary in India and the Charles
Engle family also left Upland for India.
It was India that fired his imagination.
Leoda Smith was born in Bhapalpur,
India, in 1915, the eldest child of Henry
and Katie Smith. She grew up in India
and attended boarding school in Darjeeling. She was at Queen's Hill Girls'
School in Darjeeling when her father,
Henry Smith, died of smallpox in 1924.
Leoda was converted at the age of
five, but it was at her father's funeral
that she heard the call of God to India.
The Lord clearly asked her to help fill
the gap left by her father's death. She
remained in India until 1926 when she
and her brother Joe returned to the United States with Amos and Nellie Dick to
live with her grandparents in California.
Leoda attended Beulah College, graduating there with a B.S.L. degree in
1934 and from Pasadena College, magna
cum laude, with a B. A. degree in 1935. It

Lewis B. Sider is an administrative assistant to the executive director of the Boardfor
World Missions.

November 1989

was at a revival at Beulah College that
Leoda heard the Lord telling her she
would have to go back to India. By now
she and Allen were engaged to be married. Not knowing that the Lord was
also talking to Allen about India, she
told him that she would have to break
their engagement. At this point Allen
told her about his definite call.
Allen graduated from Beulah College
with a B.S.L. degree in 1936 and from
Pasadena College with a B.A. degree in
1937, cum laude. Allen and Leoda were
married in Upland, Calif., Sept. 3,1936.
Allen sang with the Victory Quartet
for five years and Leoda sang with the
Aeolian Quartet also for five years.
After their marriage they served in the
pastorate at the Franklin Corners
Church at Morrison, 111. for two years,
from 1937 to 1939.
They left for India in 1939 arriving in
India on November 20th after a sevenweek trip across the Pacific. In India
they were sent first to Supaul where they
spent two years in language study. Then
they spent six years at Barjora at the
boys orphanage. Following this they
had a nearly two-year furlough.
They arrived back in India for their
second term on Christmas Day, 1949.
In 1950 they went to work among the
Santals and remained there until 1956
during which time Allen built up the
station at Banmanki.
In 1956 they returned for furlough,
then returned to India again in 1958,
this time being stationed at Saharsa.
During their furlough time Leoda was
on the radio with the Ladies Home
Bible Class, which was broadcast from
Ontario, San Bernardino, and Long

Beach, Calif. Back in India, the Lord
told her to put these broadcast materials
on the air, and this was the beginning of
their involvement with the Far East
Broadcasting Company.
At first, Leoda's radio work was done
in addition to her other full-time mission assignment. But in 1960 they were
assigned by Brethren in Christ Missions
to work in radio evangelism with Delhi,
India, as their base. They moved to
Delhi where Allen served in the offices
of the Evangelical Fellowship of India,
and Leoda was on the road at women's
meetings.
Coming home briefly in 1963, they
returned to India as Brethren in Christ
missionaries appointed to Far East
Broadcasting Associates—India, totally
supported by the church. They served
with FEB A from 1963 to 1980. In 1980
they spent a year in voluntary service in
a local church in Delhi. They returned
to America in 1981 having served for
more than 40 years as missionaries in
India. They are still involved with Far
East Broadcasting as regional directors
in the Northeastern United States.
As for their vision of the future of the
church in India, they see the Santals as a
growing church with a very evangelistic
outlook. The Hindi-speaking church in
Bihar has potential, but the growth is
slow because of lack of vision.
Their work now consists largely of
leading the prayer fellowships for Far
East Broadcasting. There are now eight
prayer fellowships per month. They also
do promotional work. A pilot project is
organizing new FEBC banquets in the
area. They now have pilot projects in
DuBois and Allentown, Pa.
•
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Don Zook to head
Jacob Engle
Foundation
Dr. Donald Zook, of Mount Joy,
Pa., has been named executive director
of the Jacob Engle Foundation, succeeding Peter H. von Keyserling. He
assumed the responsibility for JEF
operations on November 1, 1989, while
continuing to administer the missions
program through the end of the year.
(See related story on this page.)
Don has been executive director of
the Brethren in Christ Board for World
Missions since July 1982. He and his
wife Anna Ruth served with Brethren in
Christ Missions in Africa from 1955 to
1970. A certified public accountant,
Don was professor of accounting and
finance in the Department of Management and Business of Messiah College
from 1970 to 1982. In addition, he has
served as chairman of the denomina-

tion's Pension Trust Fund Trustees for
the past 12 years.
Not only has Don managed financial
concerns within the missions organization, he has served as a member of the
task force which planned Mission 87,
88, and 89—the stewardship office's
program for promoting the Cooperative
Ministries budget for the past three
years.

A. Graybill Brubaker
named as
mission board
executive director
Rev. A. Graybill Brubaker has accepted an invitation from the Board for
World Missions to serve as its executive
director. He plans to assume these responsibilities early in January 1990.
Graybill has had a wide range of
experiences which prepare him for this
position. His 20 years of service with
Brethren in Christ World Missions
(1953-1973) include serving as superintendent and pastor of the Sikalongo
(Zambia) mission station; district manager of schools in Nahumba, Zambia;
principal and teacher at Choma Secondary School (Zambia); principal of the
Sikalongo Bible Institute; and superintendent of the Youngways Hostel for
missionary children in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. He served as General Conference Secretary for the Brethren in Christ
18

Church in Africa, and was the organizing secretary of the Evangelical Fellowship of Zambia.
In addition, Graybill and his wife
Ethel have had home missions and pastoral experience in Pennsylvania. Currently the pastor of the Chambersburg
(Pa.) congregation, he has also served as
secretary and later Assistant Moderator
of the Allegheny Regional Conference.
A member of the Jacob Engle Foundation, he is currently the JEF representative on the Board of Administration.

On Sept. 17, the Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., had a ground breaking service for
phase II of their building project: a new sanctuary,
classrooms, narthex, and renovation of the old
sanctuary into offices and classrooms. Services
will continue in the multipurpose building. • Pat
Kelly, outfielder for the Baltimore Orioles, was
speaker at the Sept. 30 men's fellowship banquet
of the Antrim congregation, Chambersburg. • On
Sept. 17, Bishopand Mrs. Charles Byershelped in
a deacon consecration service at the Big Valley
church, Belleville, Pa. • The Canoe Creek church,
Hollidaysburg, Pa., was the site of the Sept. 8 S-2
deacons and pastors fellowship.
This fall, Pastor Shank offered a witnessing
class to the Carlisle, Pa., congregation called
"Witnessing without fear: special cases." • On
Sept. 24, the Messiah College Singers presented a
program to the Cedar Grove congregation, Mifflintown, Pa. Dan Houck was guest speaker on
Sept. 17. • The Chambersburg, Pa., congregation
has accepted with regret the resignation of Pastor
Graybill Brubaker. He will become Executive
Director of the Board for World Missions. Tim
Zimmerman and Jim Allison brought special
music on Sept. 24, Rally Day. • The Clear Creek
congregation, Everett, Pa., recently installed carpet
in their sanctuary.
On Sept. 17, Child Evangelism Fellowship
sponsored the film "Swiss Mountain Adventure"
during the Sunday school hour of the Colyer
church. Centre Hall, Pa. Good News Clubs began
in October. • The recreation committee of the
Cumberland Valley congregation, Dillsburg, Pa.,
recently sponsored two bus trips: one to Potomac
Mills Outlet in Virginia, the other to Washington,
D.C. • This fall, the junior church of the Dillsburg
congregation studied Thailand and Brethren in
Christ missionaries there. The offering goal was to
raise money for Rebecca Fretz's air fare to
Thailand.
Dr. Sam and Grace Wolgemuth, who pastored
the Fairview Ave. congregation, Waynesboro,
Pa., from 1939-1953, spoke in Sept. 24 Homecoming Sunday services. Their daughter Deborah Birkey sang. • On Sept. 17-21, the Five Forks congregation, Waynesboro, viewed the Dobson "Turn
Your Heart Toward Home" film series. • The
Grantham, Pa., church's Peace and Social Justice
Committee sponsored three environmental concerns forums in October. Cathy Prescott was
speaker for the Sept. 19 women's salad supper. •
More than 30 youth and adults of the Hollowell
congregation, Waynesboro, gathered on Sept. 24
for the Guinness Book of World Records competitions: balloon blowing, marshmallow stuffing, tricycling, domino setting, car stuffing, and more.
Members of the Iron Springs congregation,
Fairfield, Pa., came dressed as they work to the
Sept. 4 evening service. Edgar Ndlovu from Zimbabwe shared in the Oct. 1 morning service. •
Rachel Melhorn Phiri and her husband Lazarus
have returned home for four years to the Locust
Grove congregation, York, Pa., so he can attend
Lancaster Bible College before their return to
Africa. Barton Starr is interim pastor. • John
Rosenberry was revival speaker Oct. 1-8 for the
Marsh Creek congregation, Howard, Pa. • On
Sept. 23 and 24, Dorothy Gish was speaker for the
Martinsburg, Pa., family life conference on the
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theme "Singles Are a Part of the Family." The
senior highs had a bake sale Sept. 30 to benefit the
building fund.
The Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation began
their Time Out for Moms meetings on Sept. 19
with a cross stitch demonstration. Warren Hoffman led a family life conference on Sept. 23 and
24. • The Messiah Village congregation, Mechanicsburg. had a footwashing service on Sept. 30.
Nancy Ives spoke recently at a M PF meeting. • On
Oct. 13 and 14, several men from the Montgomery
congregation, Mercersburg. Pa., replaced the roof
of the Ridgeview church. Monies for supplies
came from the 1989 VBS offering. • The Morning
Hour Chapel congregation. East Berlin, Pa.,
planned a missions Sunday for Oct. 22 with Steve
and Laureen Ginder from Choma, Zambia.
Oct. 8 was fall Sunday school Rally Day at the
Mt. Rock church, Shippensburg, Pa., with brother and sister guest singers Lamar and Alice
Dourte. • Thirty members of the New Guilford
congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., attended the
Christian Education Convention Sept. 16 at Messiah College. Attendance for the Sept. 24 Bring a
Friend Sunday was 455. • The senior high class of
the Redland Valley church, York Haven, Pa., contributed $290 for a new cable for the sound system.
The youth went roller skating on Oct. 9. • In late
September, the Nappanee editorial staff and Dale
Engle from Ashland, Ohio, were rescued from car
trouble by the pastoral family of the Paramount
congregation, Hagerstown, Md. Many thanks for
the hospitality. • "Spiritual commitment" was the
theme of Oct. 15-18 special services with Earl
Summers for the Van Lear congregation, Williamsport, Md.

Atlantic Conference
The Community Bible congregation, Sarasota,
Fla., received five new members on Sept. 10. A
father-son prayer breakfast was Sept. 23. • The
Conoy congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa., recently
enjoyed a weekend retreat at Kenbrook Camp. A
baptismal service was conducted while they were
there. • The Cross Roads congregation, Mount
Joy, Pa., went to a two-service format on Oct. 1. •
The women of the Elizabethtown, Pa., congregation had an Oct. 6-7 overnight get-away at Kenbrook Camp on the theme "Will the Real Woman
Please Stand up?" • The Fellowship Chapel congregation, Bronx, N.Y., has begun the 2:7 Discipleship Training Series by enrolling people in two
courses: Growing Strong in God's Family, and
The Growing Disciple.
A surprise open house with 200 guests was
hosted recently in honor of the 50th wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Ebersole, members
of the Fairland congregation, Cleona, Pa. They
were married Sept. 2, 1939, by Rev. U. E. Apple.
The church had Spiritual Life Week Oct. 8-13 with
speaker Stuart Kelly. • On Sept. 17, the Free
Grace congregation, Millersburg, Pa., viewed the
film "Greater Than Gold." Bishop Byers spoke
Oct. 1 on "Team Work Is Required." • Jay Sisco
preached Sept. 3 at the Hershey, Pa., church. In
the evening, the congregation joined six other zone
churches at a rally at Kenbrook Camp.
Pastor Gramm of the Holden Park congregation, Orlando, Fla., led a Sunday evening Bible
study in September and October on the book Life
With God: Love in Action. • The Hummelstown,
Pa., congregation has decided to support the local
food bank by collecting canned goods on designated Sundays. • Mr. and Mrs. Victor L. Gish,
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members of the Lancaster, Pa., congregation,
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary Sept. 24
with a family dinner, then a reception at the Manheim Brethren in Christ Church. The couple was

married Sept. 16. 1939, with Rev. Henry Hostetter
officiating. The festivities were arranged by their
children: Joyce Slaymaker, Doris Herr, John, and
David. The Gishes have 10 grandchildren and a
great-granddaughter.
Jack Strauss, Esther Spurrier, Glenn Schwartz,
and Keith Poe were guest speakers for the Sept.
30—Oct. 1 missions weekend of the Lancaster
congregation. The theme was "tentmaking." Mr.
and Mrs. Kenneth R. Johnson, married Sept. 16,
1939, were honored for 50 years of marriage
recently at a family dinner given by their children:
Kenneth R„ Beverly Soles, and Sharon Steffy.
They have four grandchildren. Mr. Johnson retired
in 1980after 27 years with Blackand Decker. They
attend the Lancaster congregation.
The course "On Being Brethren in Christ" was
offered September through November for interested persons of the Manor congregation, Mountville, Pa. "Messiah in the Feasts of Israel" was the
theme of a Sept. 17 program in message and song

Bishops Nominating
Committee Report
Following the May 4-5, 1989, plenary session of the Bishops Nominating
Committee, a number of issues and events have played a role in the process of
selecting nominees for the offices of regional conference bishop.
In response to the General Conference action of 1988 [see the 1988 General
Conference Minutes, Item 15.d (7), page 48], the Board of Administration
decided to request the Bishops Nominating Committee to name six bishop
nominees, with two of the nominees each assigned to care for two regional
areas. That action was questioned by three regional conference boards, and
their call for reconsideration was considered by the Board of Administration
on Sept. 26. After deliberate hearing, the board decided to sustain its decision,
with review of these dual assignments in two years.
Each of the candidates were interviewed for the purpose of helping the
candidate understand regional conference expectations and concerns. In
addition, the "Renewal 2000—Vision Planning" proposals that would affect
the role of the regional bishop were aired at the "Vision Planning" retreat at
Kenbrook Sept. 25-26.
A call for staggering the terms of bishops was incorporated into the Bishops
Nominating Committee's recommended slate of nominees. The proposed
terms are based on incumbency factors and provide new conference areas an
opportunity to review progress within a four-year term. The committee is now
prepared to announce the following names, regional conference assignments,
and terms of service which will be recommended for General Conference
approval:
Allegheny East
- John B. Hawbaker 1996
Allegheny West
- H. Frank Kipe
1994
Atlantic
- Warren Hoffman
1996
Canadian
- R. Dale Shaw
1996
Central/Midwest - Glenn A. Ginder
1994
Pacific/Southeast - Louis O. Cober
1994
Each bishop will reside in his regional conference. The Central/Midwest
bishop will reside in the Central Conference; the Pacific/ Southeast bishop will
reside in the Pacific Conference.
There has been much dialogue and many prayers in this process, both
personal and corporate. We do call upon the church to continue to pray for
discernment and wisdom as these candidates are presented to the 1990
General Conference for confirmation.
Bishops Nominating Committee
General Secretary, chairman
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by Messianic Ministries from Philadelphia. • On
Sept. 17, Dale Hawkins shared slides with the
Mastersonville congregation, Manheim, Pa., on
his house-building venture in Kentucky. • The
junior high youth of the Palmyra, Pa., church
recently viewed a video series "Goliath Had Rocks
in His Head."Chester Wingert, former missionary
to Africa, spoke on Oct. 8.
The Pequea congregation, Lancaster, Pa., recently viewed the Gary Smalley six-film series
"Love Is a Decision." A hymnal dedication service
was Oct. 1. • Elements of the Sept. 6 fall Christian
education workshop of the Refton, Pa., congregation' were: Janet Peifer speaking on "Steps to
Becoming a Dynamic Teacher and Learning
Group"; class missionary assignments and instructions; departmental and team meetings; and prayer
time. • The Skyline View congregation, Harrisburg, Pa., planned a retreat at Kenbrook Camp
Oct. 13-15. • Six persons were baptized Sept. 24 at
the Souderton, Pa., church. Twelve members were
received Oct. 1. • On Sept. 10, the Summit View
congregation, New Holland, Pa., viewed the Billy
Graham film "Caught." The congregation has
initiated a secret friend program.

Canadian Conference
In September, the Bridlewood church, Agincourt, Ont., began to host English as a Second
Language courses funded by the Ministry of Citizenship and the Board of Education. • Lloyd Griffith has assumed the pastorate of the Delisle,
Sask., congregation. The church experienced a
record attendance of 123 on their September Sunday School Kick-off Day. Activities included a
pancake breakfast and balloon launch. • The Falls
View congregation, Niagara Falls, Ont., hosted a
bus trip to Black Creek Pioneer Village on Sept.
16. Magician Ron Mitchell entertained during the
Sept. 17 Sunday school hour.
On Sept. 24, the Heise Hill congregation,
Gormley, Ont., enjoyed the Celebration Singers. •
Seven people were baptized recently at the Lakeside Community church, Calgary, Alb. The congregation planned a couples' retreat Oct. 20-22.
The men's ministries of the Massey Place church,
Saskatoon, Sask., sponsored a golf tournament
on Sept. 23. • The two fall growth studies of the
North East Community congregation, Calgary.
Alb., were on Windows on the Parables, and
Swindoli's Improving
Your Serve. Five new
members joined the church on Sept. 24. s Alan
Davisson and Quartet were with the Oak Ridges,
Ont., congregation on Sept. 22 and 24.
Brian Lofthouse was installed in August as pastor of the Port Colborne, Ont., congregation.
Morris Sider spoke on Sept. 10 while he was in the
area for an Historical Society meeting. • Work has
begun on a parsonage and extra classrooms for the
Ridgemount church, Hamilton, Ont. • A couple
from El Salvador were baptized recently at the
Rosebank church, Petersburg, Ont. The Rosebank and Cross Roads (Guelph, Ont.) youth
groups joined recently for a missions night and
pizza party. • On Oct. 1, the Sherkston, Ont.,
congregation viewed the Billy Graham film "Cry
from the Mountain." Clifford Philips was in concert Sept. 17.
In September, the Stayner, Ont., congregation
viewed the "Out of the Saltshaker" film series. •
Three Circles of Care small groups from the Upper
Oaks congregation, Oakville, Ont., began meeting
in September. Sept. 23 was the Upper Oaks 4th
annual golf tournament. • Bill Johnston was
installed as youth pastor on Sept. 10 of the Wain-
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On the afternoon of October 1, the Fairview congregation, Englewood, Ohio, held a dedication
service for their newly finished education addition (to the right in the photo). Following the
service, a large crowd enjoyed refreshments, and toured the new facility which about doubles the
previous one. Participants in the service were Pastor Sam Hollingsworth, Mayor Ed Kemper
contractor Steve Hepp, building committee chairman Greg Hemker, treasurer Grady Robinson'
Bishop Owen Alderfer, and General Secretary Don Shafer.

fleet, Ont.,congregation. Approximately 140 people recently attended a 90th birthday party for
Mrs. Cora Sider. • A "prayer partners seminar"
was held Oct. 13-14 at the Welland, Ont., church
with guests Bill and Marianne Klassen from California. • On Sept. 16, the Westheights church,
Kitchener, Ont., hosted a Board for Congregational Life seminar on sexual abuse with Dr. Mary
Vandervennen, psychotherapist with Christian
Counseling Services of Toronto.

Four persons were baptized and received into
membership on Sept. 10 at the Nappanee, Ind.,
church. • On Sept. 17, teens from the Highland
and Fairview congregations joined teens at the
Pleasant Hill, Ohio, church to present an evening
service about their summer missions experiences.
• Bishop Alderfer visited the Sippo Valley congregation, Massillon, Ohio, on Oct. 22. • The Union
Grove congregation, New Paris, Ind., enjoyed a
chicken barbeque fellowship meal on Oct. 8.

Central Conference

Midwest Conference

The ladies of the Amherst congregation, Massillon, Ohio, recently had a silent auction. Chet
Navarre spoke at the Sept. 2 Sunday school
workers appreciation breakfast. • Heidi Eichhorn
of the Ashland, Ohio, congregation recently returned from summer service in India with Teen
Missions. Now enriching the life of the congregation are three overseas brethren studying at Ashland Theological Seminary: Jose Otamendi, Venezuela; Hirotoshi Hashimoto, Japan; and Bijoy
Roul, India. • On Sept. 10, the Beulah Chapel
congregation, Springfield, Ohio, received two new
members, and Bishop Alderfer preached the
morning message.
On Oct. 1, the Christian Union congregation,
Garrett, Ind., was brought up to date by their
pastor on the Vision Planning restructure proposals. • The Fairview congregation, Englewood,
Ohio, planned family skating on Oct. 14. Thirtythree youngsters registered for Pioneer Clubs. •
The Highland congregation. West Milton, Ohio,
recently welcomed Clark and Kim Miller and their
three children as the new pastoral family. Arthur
Climenhaga, Tim and Lynette Hershberger. and
A1 and Maxine Heise spoke at the Oct. 14-15
missions festival. • On Sept. 17, Inga Norem spoke
to the Lakeview congregation, Goodrich, Mich.
She is assigned to go to Macha Hospital, Zambia,
as a nursing instructor. The congregation has
begun a monthly newsletter.
The Mooretown congregation. Sandusky,
Mich., planned an adult hayride for Oct. 14. • Neil
Cabe of the Peace Chapel church, Ravenna, Ohio,
was retreat speaker Sept. 15-17 for approximately
60 people of the Morrison, 111., congregation. •

On Sept. 17, Bill and Dorothy Elliott presented
a program called "Road Signs of Life" to the
Abilene, Ks„ congregation. The church is raising
money for a new sound system. • The Gospel
Echoes Voluntary Service Team gave a program
of song and testimony on Oct. 22 at the Bethany
church, Thomas, Okla. • Sunday School Appreciation Day was Sept. 10 at the Mountain View
church, Colorado Springs, Colo.
The music of Bob and Carole Conners was a
treat for the Oak Park congregation, Des Moines,
Iowa, on Sept. 24. • A Bible study on Psalms by
Dennis Bratcher highlighted fall Wednesday nights
for members of the Oklahoma City, Okla., congregation. • Eight members were received and two
converts baptized recently at the Rosebank church,
Hope. Ks.* Six persons were baptized on Sept. 10
into the Zion congregation, Abilene. Ks., after a
picnic at Milford Lake. Pastor Bowell attended a
Winn Arn church growth seminar on Sept. 18.
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To promote Sunday school, the Rosebank
congregation, Hope, Ks., entered this float
Sept. 16 in the Hope Community Fall Festival.
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Pacific Conference

Messiah Village
receives continuing
care accreditation
Messiah Village Retirement Community, located near Mechanicsburg, Pa.,
recently was accredited by the Continuing Care Accreditation Commission, an
agency sponsored by the American Association of Homes for the Aging. Accreditation was granted after a tenmonth evaluation process which determined that the facility conforms to
specific standards of excellence.
A continuing care retirement community is defined by the commission as
a community offering a contract based
on an entrance fee. In the contract, the
CCRC agrees to provide facilities for

independent living and various health
care services to an individual who is eligible to remain in the CCRC for the balance of his or her life.
"We congratulate Messiah Village on
this prestigious achievement," said Commission Chairman Lloyd Lewis in announcing the granting of accreditation.
"The accreditation process is the most
effective means of assessing a facility's
services, assisting the consumer and
enhancing the continuing care industry.
Any facility which chooses to take part
in the process, and succeeds in gaining
accreditation, deserves our utmost respect."
Messiah Village is a ministry of the
Brethren in Christ Church providing a
full spectrum of care and services to
more than 500 older persons.
•

Hollinger: Janette Jean, Sept. 15; Steve and
Cindy (Lauver) Hollinger, Manheim congregation, Pa.

Shearer: Heather Nicole, Sept. 9; Benjamin
and Lori(Leaman) Shearer, Manorcongregation,
Pa.

Hollinger: Lauren Ashley, Sept. 14; Robert
and Brenda (Hummel) Hollinger, Conoy congregation, Pa.

Slaymaker: Erika Abigail, Sept. 7; Douglas
and Karen (Myers) Slaymaker, Refton congregation, Pa.

Arnold: Adam Leighton, Sept. 14; Dennis and
Sue Arnold, Carlisle congregation. Pa.

Hostetler: Bethany Sarah, Aug. 9; Gary and
Brenda (Frederick) Hostetler, Amherst congregation, Ohio.

Taylor: Joseph Leonard, Aug. 27; Terry and
Teresa (Moore) Taylor, Fairview congregation,
Ohio.

Benedict: Mary Roxanne, Sept. 3; Marlin and
Nancy (Pidgeon) Benedict, Manheim congregation, Pa.

Kreider: Daniel Lee, Sept. 10; John, Jr., and
Susan (Leeds) Kreider, Lancaster congregation,
Pa.

Todd: Krystle Lynn, Aug. 20; Kevin and Lynn
(Mater) Todd, Heise Hill, Ont.

Berkheimer: Brittany Leigh, Sept. 6; Ed and
Bonnie Berkheimer, Palmyra congregation. Pa.

Kreider: Katelyn Elizabeth, Aug. 30; Frank 111
and Lori (Ginder) Kreider, Manheim congregation, Pa.

The Chino Hills congregation, Chino, Calif.,
held its first Praise Party recently in the back yard
of a community home. The party brought the
message of Jesus into the neighborhood by way of
snacks, decorations, heartfelt testimonies about
God's workings in Southern California, and music
by the Christian band "Loose Reins."* The New
Community congregation, Pomona, Calif., reports
an attendance of 50 at a recent family beach trip. A
baptismal service for three persons took place
Sept. 24. • Rod Berg of Youth for Christ spoke at
the back-to-school rally on Sept. 17 of the Pacific
Highway congregation, Salem, Ore. There were
also music, testimony time, fellowship, and refreshments. • Don Zook spoke in the Oct. 1 worship
service of the Riverside, Calif., congregation. A
fall retreat was planned for Oct. 6-8 at Camp Ta
Ta Pochum.
Please mail all future editorial correspondence
to P.O. Box 166. Nappanee. IN 46550. We are no
longer at the 301 N. Elm address. Deadline for
church news and For the Record items: arriving in
our office by the first day of each month.

For the Record
Births

Weaver: Bronson Michael, Sept. 13; Duane
and Mary (Schmeltz) Weaver, Nappanee congregation, Ind.

Betancourt: Corrine Ashley, Sept. I; Elias and
Donna (Eisenberger) Betancourt, Refton congregation. Pa.

Kugler: Emily Kay, Oct. 7; William and Gina
(Fartney) Kugler, Five Forks congregation. Pa.

Williams: Mikayla Jane, July 19; Robert and
Karen Williams, Pacific Highway congregation,
Ore.

Blokzyl: Hilary Lianne, Sept. 29; Allan and
Mary Blokzyl, Welland congregation, Ont.

Lane: Melissa Jeanette. Aug. 25; Chester and
Shirley Lane, Falls View congregation, Ont.

Wilt: Jeremy Andrew, Aug. 16; Harold and
Sheila (Reider) Wilt, Conoy congregation, Pa.

Brubaker: Mark Anthony, Sept. 14; John and
Kathy Brubaker, Thailand.

Laycox: Shannon Rebecca, Sept. 2; Roy and
Connie Laycox, Highland congregation, Ohio.

Winger: Christopher Scott, Sept. 10; Lee and
Shelley Winger, Welland congregation, Ont.

Conrad: Jessie Lynn, Oct. 4; John and Karen
(Sherrill) Conrad, Hollowell congregation. Pa.

Marr: Leslie Cora Lillian, Sept. 19; Jon and
Kim (Kiss) Marr, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.

Drennen: Sara Irene, Oct. 8; Richard and Sylvia (Arment) Drennen, Refton congregation. Pa.

MeMillen: Shaun David, Aug. 28; Preston II
and Lori MeMillen, Air Hill congregation. Pa.

Woodwards: Kyle Gordon, Aug. 28; Terryand
Bev (Vanderweide) Woodwards, Boyle congregation, Ont.

Eisenberger: Heather Nicole, Oct. 4; James
and Carol Eisenberger, Refton congregation, Pa.

Morsberger: Jordan David, Sept. 5; David and
Pamela (Mackie) Morsberger, Skyline congregation. Pa.

Figgins: Gregory, Sept. 7; Ennis and Sharel
Figgins, Bethany congregation, Okla.
Fry: Dana Nicole, Sept. 27; John and Darlene
(Shenk), Fry, Pequea congregation. Pa.
Gerlach: Autumn Janelle, Sept. 28; Michael
and Debra (Mylin) Gerlach, Pequea congregation, Pa.
Groff: Adam David, Sept. 8; David and Vicki
(Allshouse) Groff, Manor congregation. Pa.
Hayes: Donovan Joel, Aug. 22; Lacy and Debi
(Paul) Hayes, Skyline View congregation. Pa.
Heagy: lan Frey, Sept. 18; Steven and Heather
(Frey) Heagy, Manor congregation. Pa.
Hill: Valerie Jean, Sept. 18; John and Carin
(McKay) Hill, Boyle congregation, Ont.

November 1989

Myers: Laura Ann. Sept. 7; Kenneth and Barb
(Reeves) Myers, Hollowell congregation. Pa.
Nyman: Luke Everett, Oct. 5; Keith and Edith
(Brownson) Nyman, Marsh Creek congregation.
Pa.
Reed: Dayna Christine, Aug. 27; Jeff and Janet
Reed, Cumberland Valley congregation. Pa.
Roche: Nathan Patrick, Aug. II; Patrick and
Lisa Roche, Westheights congregation, Ont.
Ruegg: Allison Sarah and Caitlin Rebekah.
Aug. 31; Jed and Beth Ruegg, Carlisle congregation, Pa.
Shannon: Malinda Sue, Sept. 6; Ronald and
Jaylene (Musser) Shannon. Chambersburg congregation, Pa.

Workman: Teagan James, Aug. 18; Craig and
Sue Workman, Port Colborne congregation, Ont.

Weddings
Balmer-Heisey: Sharon, daughter of Warren
and Beverly Heisey, Elizabethtown. Pa., and Dale
L., son of Mr. and Mrs. Cletus A. Balmer, Manheim, Pa., Sept. 9, at the Conoy Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Kenneth L. Engle officiating.
Barkhouse-Coulis: Pamela Angela, daughter
of Gerald and Josephine Coulis, Fort Erie, Ont.,
and Alan Lyle, son of Clara Barkhouse and Oran
Barkhouse, Ridgeway, Ont., Sept. 30, at the
Sherkston Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Leonard J. Chester officiating.
Bashore-Byers: Beth Dianne, daughter of Nelson W. and Doris Ann Byers, Chambersburg, Pa.,
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Double benefit

by Philip D. Keefer

John was appointed to ask Sam for a pledge for their
church. Sam protested. "The church is always asking for
money, money, money."
John replied, "When my son was just a boy, he was
costly. He always needed shoes and socks, shirts and pants,
and wore them out very fast. The older he got, the more
money we had to spend on him. But he hasn't cost us a
penny for more than a year."
"How's that?" inquired Sam.
"He died."
A live church will always cost money. One can look in
many different directions and see that the Brethren in Christ
Church has a lot of life in it.
December 31, 1989, has been designated as Cooperative
Ministries Overflow Sunday! As you begin to think about
your involvement, I would like to share with you a story
about the Smiths (not their real name). They wanted to
make a gift to the church. They had heard that cash was not
the only gift the church could receive. I met with them and
our conversation went like this.
"I understand that you would like to make a contribution to Cooperative Ministries."

Smiths: "Yes, we would like to contribute $5,000. We
are considering the sale of $5,000 worth of appreciated
stock and then giving the proceeds to the church. We also
have cash which we could give, but isn't there some advantage to giving appreciated stock?"
"To encourage charitable gifts, the government gives tax
benefits to people who donate cash or appreciated assets to
charitable organizations. However, the tax law gives a double tax benefit to donors who give long-term appreciated
real estate or securities."

Smiths: "What do you mean by a double tax benefit?"
"First, you will be entitled to a deduction for your asset's
fullfair market value instead of the price that you paid for it.
Second, you will not have to pay tax on the asset's appreciation or its growth."

Smiths: "We're not sure we understand."
"Let me illustrate. How much did you pay for the stock
that you are thinking of selling?"

Smiths: "Three thousand dollars."
"If you sell the stock for $5,000, you will be subject to
paying a capital gains tax on the increase in the value of
your stock. What is your income tax bracket?"

Smiths: "Twenty-eight percent."
" With a 28 percent income tax bracket, selling the stock
would generate a $560 capital gains tax (28 percent times a
$2,000 gain). By giving the $5,000 worth of stock, you will
receive a charitable deduction of $1,400 (28 percent times
$5,000). Your double tax benefit will amount to $1,960
($560 capital gains avoidance and $1,400 charitable deduction). Your out-of-pocket cost for the $5,000 gift would be
$3,040. If you were to give $5,000 in cash, your out-ofpocket cost would be $3,600."
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Smiths: "We're not really sure we would like to sell the
stock because it has grown so well and we think it is going to
continue to grow."
"That makes giving the stock an even better idea."

Smiths: "Even better?"
" Yes. A t the time you give your stock, buy new stock in
the same company with your $5,000 cash asset. Your stock
will now have a cost basis of $5,000 instead of $3,000. Then
two years from now, if your securities increase to $8,000,
your taxable gain on the sale will be only $3,000 ($8,000
sale price minus $5,000 new basis). Had you kept your
original securities (donating the cash instead), your gain
would have been $5,000 ($8,000 minus $3,000 original
base)."

The Smiths were delighted to learn about the advantages of giving their appreciated stock.
The primary motive for making a gift to the church
needs to be to further the cause of Jesus. However, once you
have decided to give, it is wise to plan your gift for maximum tax and financial benefit.
Your attorney, accountant, or other professional advisor can help you explore donating appreciated long-term
securities or real estate. Contact the Planned Giving office
of the Brethren in Christ Church in Mechanicsburg, Pa., if
you would like to discuss a gift you may be considering, by
either writing to: Director of Planned Giving, P.O. Box 450,
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055, or calling (717) 697-2634.

Good word for
Canadian readers
According to Bob Leadley, Canadian Conference Stewardship Director, some benefits in Canada are even better.

In Canada the rules, given the assumptions you are
using for the Smiths, are as follows:
• Persons making the donation have two options: They
can receive a donation receipt for the cost amount of the
securities or for the fair market value.
• For those people who already have at least $250 in
charitable donations, the tax benefit for a $3,000 deduction is $1,320, and $2,200 for a $5,000 deduction. The
maximum deduction for donations is 20 percent of net
income.
• It is likely that such persons would elect to receive a
receipt for the fair market value amount unless they had
already used their $100,000 capital gains deduction.
If you would like to talk to someone about a gift you are
considering, write to Bob Leadley, Canadian Director of
Stewardship, 2619 Niagara Pkwy., R.R. 1, Ft. Erie, ON
L2A 5M4. Or you can call him: (416) 871-9991.
Evangelical Visitor

and Michael Alan, son of George and Ruth
Bashore, Mt. Aetna, Pa., Sept. 23, at the Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church with Bishop
Charlie B. Byersand Rev. Dale Kreider officiating.
Bisking-Hertzler: Paula Rae, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Paul David Hertzler, Conestoga, Pa.,
and John Andrew, son of Mr. and Mrs. Christian
J. Bisking, Lancaster, Pa., Sept. 16, at the Pequea
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Omer E.
King officiating.
Bowman-Mikesell: Jenny Mikesell, Arcanum,
Ohio, and Samson, son of Harve and Robyn
Bowman, Laura. Ohio, Sept. 2, at the Highland
Brethren in Christ Church.
Brubaker-Khan: Zalina Khan, of Upland,
Calif., and Curtis, son of John Arthur and Eva
Brubaker, Refton, Pa., Aug. 12, at the Refton
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. John Arthur
Brubaker officiating.
Byers-Hartsburg: Charette G., daughter of Paul
and Nona Hartsburg, Chambersburg, Pa., and
Keith Alan, son of Preston and Shirley Byers,
Chambersburg, Aug. 13, at the New Guilford
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Robert
Verno and Rev. Maurice Bender officiating.
Climenhaga-Main: Lana, daughter of Paul and
Gloria Main, Wainfleet, Ont., and Michael, son of
Arthurand Donna Climenhaga, Stevensville, Ont.,
Aug. 5, at the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Robert Rolston and Rev. John Day
officiating.
Garratt-Schult: Amy Schult and Mark Garratt, Sept. 23, at the Nappanee, Ind., Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Rick Mailloux officiating.
Gettel-Spidle: Nanette Marie, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Frank A. Spidle, Newburg, Pa., and
Roger Lynn, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jay Gettel,
Shippensburg, Pa., July 29, at the Newburg First
Church of God with Rev. John Schock officiating.
Hykes-Martin: Sylvia, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Glenn Martin, Mercersburg, Pa., and Paul,
son of Mrs. Dorothy Hykes, Zullinger, Pa., Aug.
12, at the Cove Valley Christian Camp, with
Bishop Mahlon Eshleman officiating.
Lamb-Kelley: Jennifer Fae, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. L. C. Kelley, Moreno Valley, Calif., and
Timothy James, son of James and Viola Lamb,
Perris, Calif., Aug. 26, at the Wesleyan Methodist
Church with Rev. Ted Slattery officiating.
Lehman-Abercrombie: Joanie, daughter of Jim
and Ceirly Abercrombie, Greenfield, N.H., and
Kenneth Ray, son of Eldon and Anna Mary Lehman, Manheim, Pa., Sept. 3, at the Menlo Park
Presbyterian Church. Palo Alto, Calif.
Lindsay-Dacus: Joy Lee, daughter of David
and Ginny Dacus, La Verne, Calif., and Gregory
Dwayne, son of Jerry and Sheryl Lindsay, LaVerne, Aug. 19, at the Upland Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. David Dacus and Rev. Jerry
Lindsay officiating.
Murphy-Schultz: Gail Marie, daughter of Donald Lee Schultz and Betty Putman, and Patrick
Glen, son of Michael and Marie Murphy, Sept.
29, at the Sherkston, Ont., Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Leonard J. Chester officiating.
Nauman-Bickart: Janet S., daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Larry Bickhart, Ephrata, Pa., and David
L., son of R. Marie and the late Jacob M. Nauman, Lititz, Pa., Sept. 2, at the Hope United
Methodist Church with Rev. Barry Wolfe and
Rev. Keith Tyson officiating.
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Over $2,500 in MMAA
grants received
Nine MMAA Sharing Fund grants,
totalling $2,535.90, were presented to
members of the Brethren in Christ
Church during the first six months of
1989.
The grants were part of a total of
more than $268,000 distributed in 1,269
grants by Mennonite Mutual Aid Association, Goshen, Ind. The grants help to
meet needs beyond those covered by

O'Donnell-Sherk: Julie Ann, daughter of
Claude Sherk of Toronto, Ont., and Joanne Sherk
of Ridgeway, Ont., and Bradley Charles, son of
Gerald and Ann O'Donnell, St. Catharines, Ont.,
Sept. 9, at the Sherkston Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Leonard J. Chester and Rev.
Robert Rolston officiating.
Pittman-Barnhart: Michelle Lee, daughter of
Keith and Mary Barnhart, Hagerstown, Md.,and
Eric Merle, son of George and Jane Pittman,
Greencastle, Pa., Sept. 2, at the Hollowell Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. Robert G. Byers
officiating.
Reider-Kreider: Jestine, daughter of Donald
and Tina Kreider, Elizabethtown, Pa., and Scott
Everett, son of Everett and Martha Reider, Elizabethtown, Aug. 19, at the Conoy Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Kenneth L. Engle
officiating.
Shoap-Wilson: Kimberly H. Wilson, Shippensburg, Pa., and Larry W. Shoap, Shippensburg,
Aug. 19, at the Mt. Rock Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Roger N. Witter officiating.
Thibodeau-Vigar: Colleen Denise, daughter of
Arthur and Eileen Vigar, and Michael Peter, son
of Laurien and Elizabeth Thibodeau, Ridgeway,
Ont., Sept. 9, at the Sherkston Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Leonard J. Chester officiating.
Wyant-Sheffer: Kristine Ruth Sheffer, daughter of Allan and Maijorie Hartwig, Stayner, Ont.,
and Ronald Harvey, son of Ray and Dorothy
Wyant, Stayner, Aug. 19, at the Stayner Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. Darrell Winger
officiating.

Obituaries
Brauen: Myra Mae Brauen, born Jan. 16,
1907, died Sept. 16. Preceding her in death was her
husband, Fred Brauen, Jr. Surviving are 7 children, Ruth E., James F., Leonard M„ Ronald L.,
Mary Lou Bates, Carolyn Sue Yoder, and Larry
Brauen; a sister Luella Doner Winger; 12 grandchildren; and one great-grandchild. She was a
member of the Clarence Center, N.Y., congregation and the Messiah Village Church. The funeral
service was held at the Ludwick Funeral Home,
Clarence Center, with Rev. Meirop officiating.
Interment was in the Clarence Center cemetery.
Brenaman: Edith Fraim Brenaman, born June

MMAA's health and life plans, such as
assistance in paying insurance premiums, meeting unpaid medical expenses,
adoption expenses, burial expenses, and
needs caused by an accident, disability
or disaster. Many of the grants are
designed to supplement funds raised by
local congregations.
Sharing grants are available because
of MMAA's status as a tax-exempt
organization. Funds which would have
to be used for taxes are instead used to
provide special assistance programs for
members.
•

28, 1898, in Reading, Pa., died Sept. 27. Preceding
her in death was her husband Lester Brenaman.
Surviving are two nieces, Edith V. Jones, and Mrs.
Vincent Ast. Edith was a member of the Messiah
Village Church. The funeral was held at the W.
Orville Kimmel Funeral Home, Harrisburg, Pa.,
with Rev. John Fries officiating. Interment was in
Rolling Green Memorial Park, Camp Hill, Pa.
Broom: Lester Lee Broom, born Dec. 1, 1911,
died Sept. 29. He is survived by his wife Iva; three
sons; three daughters; nine grandchildren; and one
great-grandchild. As a member of the DeRossett
school board, he granted permission for Carl
Stump and Elam Dohner to pitch the tent for the
first Brethren in Christ evangelistic meetings in
Tennessee. The school house on the grounds was
later purchased for use as the church. Lester
became a member and served as trustee for 16
years. The funeral service was held at Thurman
Funeral Chapel. Interment was in Smiths Chapel
Cemetery.
Climenhaga: Anna E. Climenhaga, born July
13, 1896, died Sept. 20. For nearly 70 years she and
her husband were supportive members of the
Messiah College Community. The Climenhaga
Fine Arts Center is a memorial to them, as well as
the winding trails she helped build, and the seedlings and natural gardens she nurtured. Anna was
an o u t s t a n d i n g t e a c h e r characterized by
meticulous and creative methods, strictness, and
sensitivity to students. The funeral was held at the
Grantham, Pa., church with Rev. Robert B. Ives,
officiating. Interment was in Grantham Memorial
Park.
Engle: Emma J. Engle, born July 20, 1889, in
Juniata County, Pa., the daughter of Solomon
and Phoebe (Shirk) Lauver, died Sept. 7. She was
preceded in death by her husband, John Stoner,
and her second husband, Samuel M. Engle. Surviving are children Glenn Stoner, Anna Stoner,
Mary Beth Stoner, Jess Stoner, Sarah Oldham,
Daniel Engle, and Anna Gehman; a sister, Carrie
Stern; 19 grandchildren; and 37 great-grandchildren. Emma was the oldest member of the Cedar
Grove congregation, Mifflintown, Pa. The funeral
was held at the church with Rev. W. Dale Allison
and Rev. M. Eugene Heidler officiating. Interment was in Lost Creek Mennonite Cemetery.
Heise: Ardys Byer Heise, born May 15, 1927,
died Aug. 29. In August 1948 she married Clarence Heise who survives. Also surviving are a
daughter, Sharilin; two sons, Clarence III and
Steve; three grandchildren; her mother, Emma
Byer; four sisters; and a brother. She was a former
member of the Upland congregation and a gradu-
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ate of Upland College. She was noted for her
leadership in national, state, and local activities.
She was a member of the Messiah College Board
of Advisors and was honored in 1986 with the
Distinguished Alumna Award of Messiah and
Upland Colleges. Funeral services were held at the
La Jolla Presbyterian Church, and at the Upland
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Robert
Hempyand Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder officiating.
Entombment was in Bellevue Mausoleum.
Herr: Clarence W. Herr, born Sept. 8,1901, the
son of Eli and Cora Witmer Herr, died Sept. 16.
Preceding him in death were his wife, Susan Nissley Herr in 1972, and his wife Helen Smith Herr in
1979. Surviving are his wife, Esther Gutshall Book
Herr; foster daughters, Letha B. Hershey and
Minni B. Danz; a brother. Christian; and a sister,
Esther H. Christophel. Clarence and his first wife
Susan were steward and matron of Messiah

Children's Orphanage, Mount Joy, Pa. He was
also owner of a Ford dealership for more than 30
years. He was a member of the Cross Roads congregation, Mount Joy, Pa., where the funeral service was held with Rev. Wayne Kenney officiating.
Interment was in the Cross Roads cemetery.
Lane: Mary Elizabeth Ebersole Lane, born
Nov. 10, 1909, the daughter of Emery and Emma
(Lingenfelter) Ebersole, died Aug. 4. She was preceded in death by her husband, Dewey Lane. Surviving are two sons, Rodney and Gerald; five
grandchildren; a brother, Wilbur; and a sister,
Dorothy Dively. She was a member of the Canoe
Creek congregation. Funeral services were held at
the Marvin C. Leslie Funeral Home with Rev.
Mark Slagenweit officiating. Interment was in
Holsinger Cemetery, Bakers Summit, Pa.
Miller: C. Darwin "Sam" Miller, born Feb. 6,

1934, the son of H. Claude and Ada McMichael
Miller, died Sept. 20. He was preceded in death by
a sister. Joyce Glick. Survivingare his wife, Gladys
Swinehart Miller; a son, Rodney; four daughters.
Donna Lewis, Sallie Rineer. Wendy Hall, and
Marcy Miller; two sisters, Darlene Herr and Jean
Weaver; a brother, Donald Miller; and seven
grandchildren. The funeral was held at the Reynolds Funeral Home with Rev. John Arthur Brubaker officiating. Interment was in Strasburg
Mennonite Cemetery.
Patterson: Audrey G. Patterson, born Apr. 10,
1913, in Altoona, Pa., the daughter of Abraham
and Nettie (Ross) Traxler, died July 27. She was
preceded in death by her husband. Robert Luther
Patterson; and a daughter, Jackie Meyers. Surviving are two children. Romaine Oldham and Gary
E.; nine grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren. Audrey was a member of the Canoe Creek

WOMEN AND LEADERSHIP
Changing Roles in Church and Society
A Retreat for Women and Men
sponsored by
the Board for Brotherhood
Concerns
the Board for Ministry and Doctrine
Wednesday evening, March 28 to Friday noon, March 30,1990
Camp Hebron, Halifax, PA
Cost: $75.00/person (registration, meals, lodging)
$25.00/person (registration only)

Changing Roles in Church and Society

Why a retreat on women and leadership?
Why should you or anyone else from
your congregation consider attending the
Women and Leadership Retreat planned
for March 28-30, 1990? In an era when
active church workers and professional
persons could attend a consciousness-raising or how-to seminar every week of the
year, why is our denomination sponsoring
and planning yet another?
Numerous factors contribute to the rationale. First, the following mandate
adopted at the 1982 General Conference,
though seemingly lost in the shuffle of
equally important mandates, needs to receive attention.
WHEREAS women and men were
called to leadership roles in both the
Old and the New Testaments; and
WHEREAS the Christian church has
been built up through the faithful service of women as well as men, in many
spheres of service—missions, education,
medicine, languages, etc., and,
WHEREAS the Brethren in Christ
Church has specifically prospered
through the service and leadership of
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the sisters, in both the past and present,
with no evidence of General Conference
rulings restricting the exercise of their
gifts. We therefore RECOMMEND:
a. That General Conference affirm
the ministry of women in the life and
programs of the church; and,
b. That the paper, "Theology of
Women in Pastoral Ministry," prepared for the study process, be circulated to the brotherhood at large.
c. That General Conference authorize the Board of Administration to
keep the matter of women in ministry
before the church through on-going
study and discussion.
ACTION: Recommendation adopted
as amended (1982 General Conference
Minutes, p. 85).
Second, numerous women in our
churches are heeding an inner call and discovering that not only are they capable of
serving in leadership and pastoral roles but
are more fulfilled in the use of their natural
talents and spiritual gifts. Other women by
choice or by life's circumstances capably

work in managerial and administrative
positions. Women in both categories need
to find encouragement and support in their
local churches and from clergy and laity in
the denomination.
A third factor is the need to provide an
active, educative process for our pastors
and congregational lay leaders regarding
the biblical teaching to encourage and
actively seek the pastoral and leadership
gifts among our women. Two days set
aside from regular pressures will allow pastors and lay persons to get in tune with
their own pilgrimages regarding women
and leadership. Exposure to biblical and
scholarly books at the retreat will enhance
the educative process.
Finally, numerous married couples in
our churches are grappling with role
changes in the home and the church.
Rarely do they find time for an exchange of
ideas from others who experience similar
changes. Workshops, books and dialogue
will help meet this need at the retreat.
While these factors are not all-inclusive,
they do represent major reasons why we
believe your attendance at the retreat will
be worth your time, effort and financial
commitment.

Evangelical Visitor

congregation. Services were held at the Plank and
Stitt Funeral Home with Rev. Mark E. Slagenweit
officiating. Interment was in New Canoe Creek
Cemetery.
Santoro: Anna Santoro, born Jan. 20, 1894,
died Aug. 31. Surviving are two sisters, Maliaand
Florence Cookson; and two grandchildren. Anna
lived at Messiah Village with her daughter Malia.
She was an organizer of the New York City Mission. The funeral was held at the Messiah Village
Church where she was a member, with Rev.
Robert Lehman officiating. Interment was in the
Hummelstown, Pa., cemetery.

Sinners: Adessa Renee Sinners, born Sept. 12,
1989, the daughter of Randy and Rebekah Lehr
Sinners, died Sept. 12. She is survived by her
parents; a sister, Ashley; a brother, Adam; paternal grandparents, Robert and Patricia Sinners;
paternal great-grandmothers, Dorothy Worten
and Thelma Isennock; maternal grandparents,
Mr. and Mrs. William Lehr; and maternal greatgrandmothers, Miriam Lehr and Evelyn Drumheller. The funeral was held at the Manor Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. John B. Hawbaker
officiating. Interment was in Millersville Mennonite Cemetery.

Shaffer: Harry O. Shaffer, born Aug. 11, 1926,
died Sept. 8. He was a member of the Hollowell
Brethren in Christ Church, Waynesboro, Pa. The
funeral was conducted at the Grove Funeral
Home by Rev. Robert G. Byers. Interment was in
Flohr's Church Cemetery, Cashtown, Pa.

Smith: E. Marie Smith, born May 22,1927, the
daughter of the late Emory and Mabel Deihl
Bowman, died Sept. 6. Preceding her in death
were her husband Allen F. Smith, and two brothers. Surviving are two brothers, Richard Bowman
and Ralph Bowman; and a sister, Ruth Sparks.

Tentative Program Schedule
Wednesday evening:
6:00 p.m. Registration
7:00 p.m. Plenary Session
Worship
"Equal in Eden: An Overview of Women in
the Bible," Aida Besancon and William
Spencer, Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary
Small Group Interaction
8:30 p.m. Snacks
Storytelling: "H. Francis Davidson: Early
Brethren in Christ Educator and Missionary,'
Morris Sider, church archivist
Thursday
8:00 a.m. Breakfast
9:00 a.m. Plenary Session
"I Corinthians 11:1-6," Aida Besancon
Spencer
10:30 a.m. Workshops (see topics below)
noon
Lunch
"Historical Overview of the Brethren in Christ
Church and Women in Ministry,"
Janet Peifer, Refton BIC Church
1:30 p.m. Free Time
3:45 p.m. Workshops
5:00 p.m. Dinner
7:00 p.m. Plenary Session
Special Musical Presentation
"I Timothy 2:11-15," Aida Besancon Spencer
Small Group Interaction
9:00 p.m. Snacks
Friday
8:00 a.m. Breakfast
Storytelling: "Personal Pilgrimages"
9:15 a.m. Workshops
10:30 a.m. Worship and Communion
Worship leaders: Jim Ernst, Lancaster BIC
Church, and Sandi Hannigan, Associate
Director, Board for Congregational Life
Music leader: Susan Gilmore, Sherkston BIC
Small Group Sharing
Meditation: Luann Zercher, Director of Ministry, Lifeline Ministries Women's Shelter
noon
Lunch and Dismissal
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Marie attended the Clear Creek Brethren in Christ
Church where services were held with Rev. Lome
Lichty officiating. Interment was in Rock Hill
Cemetery.
Smith: Juanita D. Smith, born Oct. 29,1920, in
Palisade, Colo., died Sept. 29. She is survived by
her husband. William C. Smith; three sons, Gene,
Richard, and David; and two daughters, Hellen
Hoekman, and Ellen Russo. Juanita was a member
of the Oak Park congregation, Des Moines, la.,
where she was a member of the church board and
was active in outreach. The funeral service was
held at the church with Rev. Ray D. Hock and
Rev. Tom Williams officiating. Interment was in
the Jerome, la., cemetery.
The obituary of Lester E. Shelly in the September issue erroneously reported that he had two
daughters.
•

Aida Besancon and William Spencer teach at GordonConwell Theological Seminary, South Hamilton, MA. A
native of the Dominican Republic, Aida is Associate Professor of New Testament, an ordained Presbyterian minister,
and the author of Beyond the Curse: Women called to Ministry (Thomas Nelson, 1985). Bill is Adjunct Professor of
Theology, an ordained Presbyterian minister, and has had
diverse experiences in urban, prison, street and literacy
ministries. They are co-founders and co-pastors of the Pilgrim Church of Beverly-Salem, MA, and the parents of one
son.

Scheduled workshops and leaders
Changing Roles in a Marriage Relationship, Glen and
Wanda Heise, Lawrence and Shirlee Yoder; facilitated by
Naomi Stambaugh
Making Mutual Submission Work, Bill Spencer
Servant Leadership, Dorothy Sherk
Balancing Responsibilities, Martha Starr
Diversity and Complementarity in Pastoral Ministry, Robert
Ives and Mary Jane Davis
Helping the Church Accept Women in Leadership, Luke
Keefer, Jr.
The Church of God is People: The Case for Inclusive
Language, Harriet Bicksler
How to Develop Your Own Support System, Lenora Stern
The Self-Assertion/Self Denial Tension, Dorothy Gish
A Case Study in Biblical Interpretation, Arthur Climenhaga

To register for the retreat, write or call the Board for
Brotherhood Concerns for a brochure and registration
form, or watch for the special insert i n the December issue of
the Evangelical Visitor. Aida Spencer's book, Beyond the
Curse, contains helpful background information for her
presentations and for the retreat in general. You can order a
hardback copy of the book for $5.00 by writing to the Board
for Brotherhood Concerns, P.O. Box 246, Mount Joy, PA
17552. Copies will also be available for sale at the retreat.

The Planning Committee: Harriet Bicksler, Mary Jane
Davis, Jim Ernst, Sandi Hannigan, Janet Peifer, Morris
Sider, Naomi Stambaugh, Luann Zercher.
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College
News
Attention youth group leaders

units, this workshop is open to anyone
desiring a more advanced in-class experience. The Ministers Conference itself
then follows on the 20th and 21st.
The theme for this 25th conference is
"The Gospel: Story, Healing, and Prophetic." Featured guests include Dr.
Calvin Miller, pastor of the Westside
Church in Omaha. Neb., and author of
such well-known books as The Singer

expressions, as well as lectures in weekend workshops throughout England.
He is also founding member and still
active in Evangelical Peacemakers. He
has authored two books, his most recent

(I VP), The Aardvark Parked on the Ark

Music ministry teams
uplift and inspire

(Harper and Row), and the forthcoming
Spirit,

Word, and Story (Word); Dr.

Youth groups will be given the opportunity to visit the beautiful Messiah College campus in Grantham to attend one
of the three basketball games as the college's guest. The three games are:
December 9, 1989 vs. The University of
Scranton
January 13,1990 vs. Eastern Mennonite
College
January 27, 1990 vs. Fairleigh Dickinson University—Madison
If you or your youth group would like
to experience NCAA action at Messiah
College, please contact Paul Morgan,
Associate Director of Admissions, Messiah College, Grantham, PA 17027,
(717) 691-6000.

give (Herald); and Dr. Ronald J. Sider,
professor of theology and society at
Eastern Baptist Seminary and author of
such books as Rich Christians in an Age

Ministers Conference coming

Missionary and scholar lectures

The 25th annual Ministers Conference will be hosted by Messiah College
on February 19-21, 1990. Among other
new features this year, a special workshop will be held on Monday evening,
February 19. Although initially designed
for those seeking continuing education

Dr. Allan Kreider was a guest lecturer
at Messiah College for the Department
of History and Political Science on
November 1 and 2. Dr. Kreider spoke
on the uses of history, fertilizing growth
for Christians rather than preserving
goodness against encroaching evil, and
in a class in Modern British Society,
"On Being a Christian in Britain in
1989."
A member of the Mennonite Church,
Dr. Kreider, from Goshen, Ind., received
his undergraduate degree from Goshen
College and his Master's and Doctorate
from Harvard University. His connection with Goshen goes back a generation; his father Carl was Dean at the
school for many years. Since 1974 he has
lived in London, England, as a member
of the Mennonite Board of Missions
and has taught part-time at London
Bible College.
This academic year Kreider is on a
North American assignment with the
Board of Missions teaching and preaching as he visits churches and colleges. In
January he will teach a course in church
history at Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary in Elkhart, Ind.
As Director since 1985 of the CrossCurrents Program, a teaching ministry,
Kreider utilizes drama, music, visual
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David Augsburger, professor of pastoral care at Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries in Elkhart, Ind., and
author of various books, including
Anger, Assertiveness, and Pastoral Care
(Fortress) and Caring Enough to For-

of Hunger (IVP) and Preaching About
Life in a Threatening World (West-

minster). Mark your calendars now for
this special event, and remember to
bring leaders from your congregation
with you.

being Journey Towards Holiness: A
Way of Living for God's Nation (Herald

Press, 1987).

Three Messiah College music ministry teams are bringing inspirational singing to churches across Pennsylvania and
surrounding states this fall. The teams,
Spirit Sound, Unashamed, and New
Song, present programs of popular
Christian music by such artists as
Michael W. Smith, Amy Grant, and
Sandi Patti, while mixing in words of
personal testimony with their singing.
The audience often gets involved in singalongs led by the group.
Four Brethren in Christ students are
in the groups, which have between 8 and
12 members each. Singing in Spirit
Sound is Sherry Paulus, a sophomore
business administration major from West
Milton, Ohio, and Melissa Martin, a
Behavioral Science major from Grantham, Pa. Singing in the group Unashamed are Michelle Smith, a senior
education major from Laura, Ohio, and
Deb Kreider, a sophomore nursing
major from Elizabethtown, Pa.
For booking information on a music
ministry team, write or call the Admissions Office at (717) 691-6000.
Speakers bureau

Organizers of any church banquet,
seminar, or other function are encouraged to take advantage of the Messiah
College Speakers Bureau, a service offered to the community by members of
its faculty and administration. For a
small fee plus mileage reimbursement, a
speaker may be selected from more than
50 people and well over 100 topics listed
in a free brochure. A few examples are
Prof. Lois Beck, "A Christian Evaluation of Television," Dr. Terry Brensinger, "Bible Study Methods," and Dr.
Paul Nisly, "Integrity: A Life Style."
Call or write to the Messiah College
Speakers Bureau, Grantham, PA 17027,
(717) 691-6032. You may request a copy
of the brochure to review, or simply
request a speaker on a specific topic you
have in mind. Coordinators appreciate
requests at least two months in advance
of your event.
•
Evangelical Visitor
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Y\/dij of 'peace

Deeply embedded in the Brethren in
Christ heritage and understanding of
Scripture is a commitment to reconciliation and peace and a respect for human
life. In our contemporary world, we see
abundant evidence of the inability of
individuals, groups, and nations to reconcile with each other and of a lack of
respect for the worth of human life.
Two new resource packets are available from the Board for Brotherhood
Concerns. These packets have been prepared specifically to help congregations
celebrate two special Sundays in 1990
which highlight the value of human life
and the call to peacemaking and reconciliation.
The third Sunday in January each
year has been designated by the Christian Action Council in the United States
as "Sanctity of Human Life Sunday." In
1990, it will be on January 21. This Sunday was chosen because of its proximity

A column for
Christian
peacemakers

to the anniversary of the 1973 U.S.
Supreme Court decision which legalized
abortion. The first Sunday in March—
March 4 in 1990—has been designated
by the Brethren in Christ church as
Peace Sunday. On that day, congregations are encouraged to focus on peacemaking and how to model the love of
Christ in situations of conflict.
The Board for Brotherhood Concerns
would like to encourage each congregation to consider celebrating one or both
of these special Sundays. The resource
packets the board has prepared include
suggested sermon outlines, Sunday
school or small group study guides for
youth and adults, an assortment of
informational brochures and articles,
bibliographies, worship resources, ministry ideas, and suggestions for highlighting peace and the sanctity of life
throughout the whole day. While the
materials are designed for use on specific

Sundays, they are not dated and can be
used any time.
Each regional conference Board for
Brotherhood Concerns is cooperating in
the distribution of the Peace Packets,
and each senior pastor will receive a
packet. The Sanctity of Human Life
packets are available directly from the
General Conference Board for Brotherhood Concerns. If, as a Christian education worker, deacon, or member of a
peace and social concerns committee,
you are interested in these packets, you
may contact your pastor or order additional packets (at $3.00 each). Send your
order to the Board for Brotherhood
Concerns, P.O. Box 246, Mount Joy,
PA 17552 (717-653-8251).

The Way of Peace column is a project of
the Board for Brotherhood
Concerns.

Resources for Congregational Life is a binder full of ideas
for beginning or revitalizing such ministries as:

Cl^tsc^u^
m

• Children's Ministries (worship, midweek, summer)
• Youth Ministries
• Young Adult and Adult Sunday School
• Senior Adults
• Worship Aids and Music
• Developmentally Disabled Adults
• Small Groups
• Marriage and Family Life
• Women's Ministries
• Men's Ministries
Writers include:
Janice Stauffer, Bob Ives, Bruce Gerlach, Loine Bert, Nancy Sider,
Laura Sider, M. J. Davis, John Yeatts, Scott Miles, Andrew Stoner,
Martha Starr, Martha Lady, Louise McCombs, Ruth Anderson,
Carolyn Bowers

an excellent resource
at your fingertips!
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For more

information:

contact the Board for Congregational Life
Box 163, Mt. Joy, PA 17552
305-232 King St. N„ Waterloo, ONT N2J 2Y7
501 Pine Meadow Dr., Lebanon, PA 17042
4382 Bausman Rd„ Piqua, OH 45356
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focus on the P>M
Third in a series written by
faculty members of Messiah College

What version
should I use?
by John R. Yeatts

Most of us grew up on the King
James Version. We heard it read in
church. We studied it in Sunday school.
We memorized it. We quizzed on it.
Although there were a number of modern versions available then, we never
thought of using anything except the
King James.
During the last 35 years, a multitude
of versions have been introduced—the
Revised Standard Version, Today's
English Version, the Living Bible, the
New American Standard Version, the
New International Version and many
others. This has made the task of choosing a version very complex.
To the question regarding what version should be used, we should respond:
Used for what? Each of the versions has
its own strengths and weaknesses. Therefore, one might ask: Which Bible should
I use for personal Bible study? Which
Bible should be read in church? Which
Bible should I memorize? Which Bible
should 1 use to teach my children? Or,
which Bible should I give to a new
Christian?
Which Bible should I use for my own

personal study: Although the King
James Version is a relatively accurate
translation of the biblical texts available, the translators did not have access
to a plethora of ancient manuscripts of
the Bible that have been discovered in
the last 350 years. The modern translators benefited from these findings, but
varied in the way they translated the
manuscripts. The Revised Standard Version and New American Standard VerJohn R. Yeatts is Associate Professor of
Christian Education and chair of the Department of Biblical and Religious Studies at
Messiah College. He has published two
major research articles on the comprehension and recall of the biblical text. He and his
wife Amy, who is pursuing a M. A. in Religion at Lancaster Theological Seminary,
have two children, Marcus and Helena.
They attend the Grantham congregation.
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sion are perhaps the most faithful wordfor-word renderings of the biblical text.
The Living Bible is so free that it is
probably not adequate as a study Bible.
The idea-for-idea translations like Today's English Version and the New
International Version lie between the
others in their faithful representation of
the original. Indeed, the case can be
made that translating idea-for-idea can
be more faithful to the original; a wordfor-word translation can sometimes produce a distortion of the intent of the
biblical writers. So, it depends on what
one wants in a study Bible. If a Bible that
is a careful translation of the original
words is desired, the Revised Standard
Version or the New American Standard
Version are probably best; if a version
that is more understandable is in mind,
Today's English Version or the New
International Version are probably
better.
Which Bible should we read in wor-

ship? Although the King James Version
has the merit of being the most beautiful
of the versions stylistically, it uses words
that are no longer understood by most
people and even words that can be misleading in their meaning. My research
has indicated that all of the modern versions were judged by readers to be more
understandable than the King James
Version. Today's English Version and
the Living Bible were judged to be the
most comprehensible. Yet, some will
find these two versions to be too informal in style to be appropriate for reading in worship. At the other extreme, the
New American Standard Version seems
to be the least understandable. Therefore, it does not seem appropriate for
oral reading because it will be even less
comprehensible than when it is read privately. The Revised Standard Version
and New International Version are
probably the best options for public
reading. Although the Revised Standard Version is probably the more accurate of the two, it is likely that the opposition to it among evangelicals will cause
the New International Version to continue to be popular as a pulpit Bible.
Which Bible should

I

memorize?

Many persons argue that the beautiful
language of the King James Version is
still the easiest Bible to memorize. My
research indicates, however, that per-

sons remember the Living Bible and
New International Version better than
the King James Version. The Revised
Standard Version, New American
Standard Version, and Today's English
Version do not facilitate memory much
better than the King James. Because the
New International Version is a more
faithful translation than the Living Bible,
perhaps it is the best version to
memorize.
Which Bible should I teach my chil-

dren? Many persons have recognized
the difficulty of teaching the King James
Version to children. Because the New
International Version, New American
Standard Version, Today's English Version, and Revised Standard Version
were all written for adults, they are
probably only somewhat better than the
King James Version for use with children. The Living Bible was created by
Kenneth Taylor for the purpose of reading it to his 10 children. He made the
translation while commuting to work
each day on the train to have a version in
language his children could understand.
The lack of accuracy of the Living Bible
seems to be less of a problem for children. Therefore, it is probably the best
children's Bible.
Which Bible should I give to a new

Christian? The theological language in
the versions of the Bible often discourages new Christians. Most of the versions were written with a Christian
audience in mind. The exception was
Today's English Version, produced by
the American Bible Society. It was purposely written in modern language, with
a minimum of theological and religious
words. Its success was demonstrated
when the New Testament was introduced and sold for 25 cents. Thousands
were purchased and distributed to nonChristians. It may be that Today's English Version is still the best version for
the new Christian.
So, which version should be used?
This article has certainly not answered
the question definitively. It has merely
given some direction for the choice. The
answer cannot be decided permanently
in an age when versions proliferate. Yet,
when the individual goes into a Christian book store to purchase a Bible, perhaps the ideas presented here can give
some direction.
•
Evangelical Visitor

7Jnesims
To a brother beloved in the faith of
our Lord Jesus Christ, Epaphroditus. I
just received word of your return from
your missionary journeys to Spain and
on up into Gaul. How wonderful to hear
that the gospel of Jesus Christ is taking
root especially in Spain, and that the
message of truth is being advanced into
the Gallic areas. I hear there is some talk
of it being taken on beyond those
regions to a couple of islands to the
northwest.1
But once again the critics are at it with
their questions and innuendos. One of
the things they are saying is, "What does
Epaphroditus mean by running around
the world on the church's expense account? Wouldn't it be better to put that
money into sending long-term missionaries who could plant and build living
and strong churches?" Then to add to it,
they go on to say, "Why are we spreading
ourselves so thin? Do we think we have
the resources to win the whole world for
Jesus Christ? Why don't we concentrate
in Spain and let those Gallic areas go at
this time when our financial needs are so
great here at the home church and conference of churches?"
I don't know what your answer would
be, brother Epaphroditus, but I can tell
you how I feel about it. Take that first
point of your short journeys abroad.
Isn't that exactly the way our father in
the faith, the Apostle Paul, did it? He
first planted churches and got them
going. Then he encouraged Apollos and
others to go and train and encourage the
leaders of the churches so as to establish
them in the true faith of Jesus Christ in

Pontius'
Puddle
Bulletins and newsletters reprinting "Pontius' Puddle" from the
Visitor m u s t p a y $10 for e a c h
use t o J o e l K a u f t m a n n , 111
C a r t e r R o a d , G o s h e n . IN 46526
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order to keep them from falling prey to
these rising cultic religions. We can do
no less! And if you need to go again to
the far-flung mission fields, you have my
financial support and prayers. 1 shall see
to it that our Ephesian, Colossian, and
Laodicean churches maintain and even
increase their support of such itinerant
labors.
When it comes to that second question,
are we so soon forgetting the words of
our Lord as the Apostle Matthew has
recorded them, "Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations'I2 I have underlined the words that are repeated in
Luke's writing of the gospel story when
he records the Lord Jesus saying, "Repentance and remission of sins should
be preached in his name to all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem."3
While 1 am writing, I share one
further concern with you. As you know,
we established a theological and ministry
training school in Upper Galatia. How
we need to train leaders for those young
churches who are well grounded both in
the teachings of the older scriptures as
well as the Spirit-inspired writings of the
Apostles and associates. While we do
have a goodly number of well-trained
teachers of the Word, we have a shortage
of those who are willing to go for periods of time to such "mission" Scripture
training schools as Upper Galatia. It
seems they want to stay in Ephesus, or
Tarsus, or Antioch, or even Jerusalem
at our ministry training schools there.
Are we going to see these new fields
started, then falter and even fall to those
cultic groups such as the Gnostics who
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are coming in in full force? And there are
those groups even denying the deity of
our Lord Jesus Christ.
My prayer is, Oh God, stir up some of
our qualified people to give time to these
ministry training schools in Upper Galatia and the new one just started in Spain.
We can never get away from our obligation to strain our resources to the
uttermost to evangelize and disciple
with whatever means are available. So
keep at it, brother Epaphroditus, and
don't let the critics get you down. In the
meantime, we will pray for them that a
fresh touch of the Holy Spirit will help
them catch the flame of the world-wide
mission that burns within us!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you.
Onesimus
Editorial notes:
1
Onesimus is probably referring to the
area known as Great Britain and Ireland.
2
See Matthew 28:19.
J
See Luke 24:47.

Readers may correspond with
both Phoebe and Onesimus by

writing to them c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P. O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550.

X TOOK YOOR ANNUAL 6IY|N0r
TO THE: C-WORdU AMD
fAOLT\PLlED "BV TEW \

29

eadersJ^espond
On behalf of the Board for Brotherhood Concerns and Messiah College,
we want to thank you for the excellent
coverage you gave to the Consultation
on the Church and Public Policy in the
June issue. We also want to respond to
the concerns raised by Harvey Sider in
his letter in the August issue.
Bishop Sider states that because information about the consultation was
late in coming, he and other Canadian
pastors were unable to attend because of
a schedule conflict. We were indeed disappointed when we became aware of the
conflict, because we would have liked
the representation at the consultation to
have been more bi-national than it was.
We did announce the April 1989 dates
for the event at General Conference in
July 1988; then in September 1988, we
sent information to all pastors. We had
hoped that this would be sufficient lead
time, and apologize to our Canadian
brothers and sisters that it was not.

The planning committee's first choice
for a speaker to represent the point of
view of Christians of our persuasion
who are involved in public policy was a
Canadian. One of the members of the
planning committee worked long and
hard to get Jake Epp, a Canadian Minister of Energy & Resources, to speak at
the consultation, but he was unable to
come. When faced with fast-approaching deadlines, the committee obtained
people who were willing and available: a
U.S. Congressman and a Washington
lobbyist. In addition, 10 Canadian
churches were included in the random
sample of North American churches
which were invited to participate in the
questionnaire on "The Church and Public Policy."
We also note that there was significant Canadian content in at least one of
the major papers. The article by Morris
Sider and Martin Schrag, excerpted in
the Visitor as "The Political Heritage of

the Brethren in Christ," gave numerous
examples from the Canadian church of
early attitudes toward and involvement
in public policy. The complete text of
the article will appear in the December
issue of Brethren in Christ History and
Life. We must admit, however, that in
general there was a U.S. mindset at the
consultation—more by default than by
intention because so few Canadians
were able to be there. (The Canadian
church was represented by Ross Nigh of
the Board for Brotherhood Concerns
and Roy Sider.)
Clearly, keeping bi-national interests
in mind is a challenging task, but one
which is worth the effort as we remember
that Christ's kingdom is not limited to
one nation. Bishop Sider's suggestions
are helpful ones to keep in mind for
future events of this sort.
Harriet Bicksler
Education Director,
Board for Brotherhood Concerns

^J^hoe/pe's Journal
In the company of
old friends
Late last summer I ran into an old
college friend (she had been my roommate one year) in a mall bookstore.
Even though we've lived only about five
miles apart for a number of years, our
paths rarely cross anymore. Knowing
that if we let the opportunity slip by we
might not be in touch for another long
while, we immediately set a lunch date.
While we ate, we talked. We caught
up on mutual friends. We talked about
our families. We talked about crisis
points in each of our lives in the past and
how we view them now; we reflected on
how our similar upbringing has affected
who we are today and in what ways we
are different from or the same as we
were 20+ years ago. We promised each
other that we would get together again
soon—at least by Christmas.
As I thought afterwards about that
pleasant encounter, I was and continue
to be grateful for friends of long standing who touched my life at particular
points. I am also grateful for new friends
who have come along to meet my cur30

rent needs for friendship and to fill the
gap left by old friends with whom I've
lost touch, but there remains something
special about old friends.
Besides my college roommate, this
year Mark and I also spent time while
we were on vacation with three other
college friends and a spouse. With two
of them, it was mostly a matter of talking in person when so much of our
communication is by letter. With the
third, whom we had not seen for years,
we exchanged ideas and information
about our respective lives in the intervening years. I especially remembered,
although he has probably long since
forgotten, how he took me rollerskating
one time. Since I didn't know how to
rollerskate, it was more a comedy of
errors than anything else (even though I
wasn't laughing at the time!). But he was
gracious nonetheless.
For me, "old friends" are defined as
ones from late adolescence and early
adulthood or later. I don't have close
friends left from childhood and early
adolescence because my family moved
so much, and great distances and other

life circumstances separate me from
people with whom I grew up. Perhaps
that's why friends from early adulthood
are so important (one reason why I so
eagerly—albeit nervously—anticipated
my 20-year college reunion last fall). I
need to hang on to them as links with a
past that has been significantly broken
in various places.
Precisely because parts of my past feel
somewhat fragmented, I sometimes think
that my need is greater to maintain the
links I do have. Some other people 1
know seem not to want or need the
memories of the past to the same degree
I do. At the same time, though, it's good
to talk to friends I haven't talked to for a
long time and discover that they have
had similar feelings and struggles coming out of similar early experiences. I
find that we all need commonality with
others in order to validate ourselves.
The company of old friends is a gift 1
treasure. I am grateful once again this
Thanksgiving for all those old (and new)
friends who have shared part of themselves with me.
Phoebe
Evangelical Visitor

. . though the earth is shaken"
Tuesday evening, Oct. 17. We were in the middle of
a church board meeting, energetically debating an item
on the agenda, when the telephone rang. A member of
the congregation called with the news that the San Francisco area had been struck by a severe earthquake. A
number of board members have friends and relatives in
the Bay area (including Dick and Luann Zercher, who
just moved to San Francisco), so we interrupted our
discussion while several persons led us in a time of prayer.
At home later that night, I found it extremely difficult to turn off the special news coverage on the earthquake and go to bed. Linda and 1 developed a love for
San Francisco during our Voluntary Service assignments
with Life Line Mission in the mid-1960s. I recognized the
names on street signs as the network showed pictures of
the hard-hit Marina district. A number of our friends
f r o m those Voluntary Service days still live on the peninsula south of San Francisco toward Santa Cruz—nearer
the epicenter of the earthquake. How had they been
affected? And the Guerrero Street property (where Linda
had lived as a VSer, and which recently was remodeled to
house Lineline's women's shelter)—how was the building
and the staff?
I remember thinking—about 2:00 in the morning,
just before turning off the news—how tenuous human
life is . . . how our best-laid plans can be destroyed in a
second . . . how much in life is really beyond human
control. And I wondered if the Psalmist had experienced
a 7.5 (Richter scale) earthquake when he wrote about
trusting God, "Therefore we will not fear, though the
earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the
sea" (Psalm 46:2).
After what seemed like interminable hours, the
members of our Nappanee congregation all heard from
family and close friends. "Everyone is safe; property
damage was minimal." Now, as the recovery effort gets
underway, the death toll in the region fortunately has
been revised downward. But though many areas—even
near the epicenter—appear to have escaped without
noticeable damage, the trauma has just begun for many
residents of the Bay area who lost family members,
homes, or irreplaceable heirlooms.
(For us, no word yet from those friends whom we
haven't seen for years, whose phone numbers we don't
have. Perhaps correspondence or Christmas newsletters
will bring us up to date. It's a long time to wait.)
The following report f r o m the Board for Brotherhood
Concerns was received shortly after the Oct. 17 earthquake:
November 1989

"Initial reports from Sheron Brunner, the administrative director at Lifeline Ministries of San Francisco,
indicate that no Lifeline staff or residents were injured in
the earthquake which struck the city on Tuesday evening,
Oct. 17. Lifeline is located in the'Mission district'of San
Francisco, an area less affected by the quake than the
Marina district, much of which was built on landfill.
"The Lifeline facility was without gas service for several days following the quake, although phone and electric services were restored within 24 hours. The quake did
not cause any apparent damage to the building on Guerrero Street, aside from some loose plaster in one room
and a crack in an interior wall. Fortunately, the major
renovation project of the past two years had restored
interior supporting walls in the first floor, which had
been removed years ago to allow space for a chapel.
"The Lifeline facility admitted homeless women for
the first time in two years on Sept. 1, 1989. The ministry
will target the nearly- and newly-homeless women and
children of San Francisco, in an effort to keep women
from going to the streets. There are presently three
women and one child in residence at Lifeline. The plans
are to add two women per month, as staff and funds are
available, to a total of 44 residents.
"Please continue to pray for Sheron Brunner, Luann
Zercher (Director of Ministry), and their families, as they
live and minister in San Francisco."
Later, on Oct. 25, the following update was phoned to
the Visitor office from Dave Brubaker, executive director
of the Board for Brotherhood Concerns:
"Lifeline Ministries will likely be used as a mediumterm shelter (perhaps for several months) for some of the
people now in Red Cross shelters in the city. Luann
Zercher and Sheron Brunner are interviewing persons
today in the Red Cross shelters. They expect to be providing shelter for 15 to 20 single women and single mothers with children in the next several days.
"This will dramatically increase operating costs for
Lifeline Ministries, since the budget had been projected
on adding two persons per month over the next 24
months.
"Persons wishing to assist in meeting these unanticipated expenses may channel their giving through Cooperative Ministries, or directly to Lifeline Ministries, P. O.
Box 410445, San Francisco, CA 94141-0445."
G
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J^ishops' Qolmn
Christian idolatry
(Part II)
by Harvey R. Sider

Consumerism and independence may
well head the list of things which Christians idolize (Visitor, June 1989). Close
behind are the worship of leisure and
power.
Christians in Canada and the United
States can thank God for the great blessings that economic prosperity has
brought. Adequate income for fewer
work hours provides the privilege of
leisure. Our shorter work weeks are a
special gift when lived under the lordship of Christ.
During the past summer months,
how many Sundays did you spend away
from your local congregation? How
many of those Sundays were you absent
from a worship service—relaxing, travelling or simply visiting with friends?
Lack of commitment to public worship
during vacation is symptomatic of our
worship ease and leisure.
Christians encounter the temptation
to use free time for selfish purposes.
Weekend jaunts to cottage country,
time wasted watching TV, and undue
emphasis on recreation and sports reflect
a Christian's failure to set the right priorities. A clear relationship exists between
one's worship and where one gives time,
energy, and finances.
Leisure is not wrong; it is one of God's
gifts. In fact, in our pressure-prone lifestyle, relaxation is essential to effective
ministry. But when anything is used
primarily for selfish pleasure, some hard
questions must be raised. Am I using
this blessing for God's greater glory or
for my own benefit? Should I translate
some of my free time into Christian
service—locally, nationally, or internationally? How can I use my extra hours
to influence my neighbors? Could I
develop a ministry of intercessory prayer? Really, "Who, or what, is my god?"
The worship of power comes in many
forms. In Zachariah 4:6, the prophet
spoke of three generic types of power in
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which people tend to place their faith—
military, money, and man's ingenuity.
Of special significance to our denomination is the apparent shift in our attitude
toward political power. Do we really
believe that through political power we
can change our world, or is society
changed through the lives of the transformed people of God? The Old and
New Testaments confirm that radical
changes are effected more through God's
power, working through holy men and
women, than through political systems.
Perhaps the Brethren in Christ were
too exclusivistic when we taught noninvolvement in civic and national affairs.
In contrast, we are now urged to shape
our communities and countries by our
vote, our presence on civic boards, and
in the hallways of Ottawa and Washington. Are we saying that, today, real
power arises out of active involvement
in the political system rather than in
prayer and dependence on God? Do we
really believe we can change society by
legislation, or is this accomplished mainly by God as he transforms society
through changed people?
The recent study held at Messiah College on the Christian's relationship to
the political arena began to address this
issue. It is a hopeful sign when we openly
face difficult concerns, rather than playing the part of the proverbial ostrich.
However, at a time when the Brethren in
Christ appear to be moving into political activism, we would do well to listen
to one of the prophets of our times, one
who became ensnared in the worship of
power and politics. Through his numerous writings about the "seductiveness of
political power," Charles Colson keeps
warning us to remember that political
power is not to be idolized.
Colson urges Christians to "see
through the political illusion"and "understand that the real problems of our
society are, at their root, moral and spiritual. Institutions and politicians are
limited in what they can do."
I am not suggesting that there should
be total abstinence from the political
arena. I am concerned, however, when
Christians begin to put their faith in the

power of politics as the primary way to
change the world. It is then time to ask,
to whom have we relegated Christ's
principle of'My kingdom is not of this
world"?
In Shalom (Fall 1988), Martin Schrag
struck an appropriate balance between
the worship of political power and a
Christian's responsibility when he wrote,
"The church is to be the discerning
community determining when and how
to become politically active. . . . The
church's end purpose is not the transformation of society into the kingdom
of God on earth, but rather it is to faithfully and creatively minister to the poor
and secure those approximations ofjustice possible in the larger social order. Its
mission is to be the transformed community given to a Great Commissionoriented outreach."
To bring about a better society. Christians may sense a need to become
involved in the political process. But
when we make this, rather than Christ,
our priority for the transformation of
society, we may be placing our faith in a
false god.
We need not be overly concerned
about whether a system is democratic or
totalitarian; capitalistic, socialistic, or
communistic. Christians must beware
lest they begin to bow down to worship
the political power of any system or
institution, relegating to it what God
alone can do through the transformation of people's lives.
It seems ludicrous to write of "Christian idolatry." Millenia ago, God's people reacted the same way (2 Kings
17:33). But the power of affluence, the
freedom of independence, the privilege
of leisure, and the replacement of prayer
with politics very subtly become substitutes for the one true Lord.
The faithful Christian will avoid idolatry by seeking first the kingdom of God
(Mt. 6:33).

Harvey Sider is bishop
of the Canadian Conference of the Brethren in
Christ Church.

